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EDITORS’ NOTE
POST NEP 2020

changes to lead sustainable global development. With
the advent of the digital revolution, the processes,
concepts and vision from the West have dominated
architecture in India. Today there is a need to
revolutionize the way Indian students comprehend
architecture, unlocking a fresh perspective that
transcends traditional boundaries. Through this
transformative approach, they should be able to delve
into the art of mapping human experiences, seamlessly
blending diverse modes of thinking to reconnect with
our legacy by appropriating Indian knowledge systems
for future needs. Life practices in the Indian
sub-continent traditionally have been in harmony with
the cycles of nature, mindful of the resource
management and consumption. But, students also need
to address and manage climate change and its risks that
pose the biggest threat to the existence of humanity and
the planet.

The Building Industry, Practitioners and Academicians
are important stakeholders in this process and must
address the above as we reach the brink of crisis in this
profession. Reimagining higher education to build skills
that teach communication, management and
entrepreneurship to creative people is the need of the
hour. They should be able to draw the inspiration from
our past while exploring innovative and sustainable

The sessions 1, 2 and 3 capture valuable insights from
the rich experience of the academicians and
practitioners. It expresses the significance of NEP in
giving flexibility and mobility to students that may result
in creating a unique trajectory during the learning of
architecture. It rightly notes the voices of academicians
across India, who conversed in detail to arrive at an
implementable curriculum embracing regional milieus. It
was one of the foremost platforms where the ongoing
discourse between practitioners and academicians on 

the future of architecture education concluded on a
common ground for re-establishing the position of
architects as thought leaders for the growth and
development of the nation.

The last session Manthan, deliberated upon how
education needs to pivot towards a comprehensive
approach and concluded with a white paper that
provides practical insights and future probabilities
expressed by the participants over the two-day conclave. 

Page 01 Page 02

NCFAE 2023

solutions. Thus, architecture pedagogy needs to re-
align itself with the changing times and embrace new
reforms. This became the driving force for the conclave
to critically analyse the NEP 2020 and the interim
report of the CoA draft guidelines.

The sequence of this proceedings publication has been
maintained as that of the conclave. The various
thoughts and opinions expressed in the inaugural
session provide a rich source of where the profession
and education of architecture need to go. The talks
have been laid verbatim as far as possible to provide
real experiences of the thoughts expressed to the
readers. Some information in the course of editing
might have been omitted. 

Prof. (Dr.) Suruchi Modi Prof. Himanshu SanghaniProf. Aruna Bhardwaj

THE Indian architecture education, in these
challenging times, requires drastic

Conclave, June 2023 



Page 03 Page 04

CONCLAVE DIRECTOR’S NOTE
POST NEP 2020NCFAE 2023

In conclusion, the NCFAE 2023 acted as a catalyst for
meaningful dialogue and a collaborative collective
journey towards reshaping the future of architecture
education in India. This Proceedings of NCFAE 2023,
holds the potential to drive substantial progress
bringing together the Council of Architecture, the Indian
Institute of Architects, esteemed institute leaders,
practitioners, and scholars. We are poised to forge
innovative solutions and pave the way for an enriched
educational landscape; together we can turn aspirations
into actions, propelling architecture education into a
new era of excellence.

post-NEP 2020, signifies a crucial initiative aimed at
fostering a constructive dialogue between the Council of
Architecture, India,  leaders in institutes, practitioners,
academics, and scholars. This effort seeks to proactively
tackle the challenges associated with reimagining
architecture education, ultimately fostering tangible
advancements in the field. It is an incredulous fact that
architecture education, its curriculum, has not changed
substantially since the seventies. In a welcome move for
higher education, the National Education Policy 2020
anticipates a major reform and re-energizing of the
higher education system.

As a response to evolving societal needs, the NEP aims
to foster not just cognitive abilities—such as critical
thinking and problem-solving—but also social, ethical,
and emotional aptitudes. This paradigm shift in
education is an acknowledgement of the relevance and
need for design thinking for every individual and a
wonderful opportunity for Architecture Education in
India to finally re-invent itself to become relevant,
responsive, and inclusive in a rapidly changing world.

Session 2 - Architectural Education; Curriculum
framework in the new regime of NEP 2020 

What are the new perspectives of the National
Education Policy 2020 relevant to Architecture
Education and prevailing global standards? This calls
for deliberation on the regulatory reforms, issues of
faculty upgradation and provision for student
flexibility in the learning environment. It also calls
for bridging the gaps in curriculum and attainment
of futuristic sustainable learning outcomes.

Session 3 - Admission Dilemma; Qualitative &
Quantitative Approach

Who are the students - A reflection of the changing
demands of the job market and the evolving nature
of the design industry? Are students with creative
inclinations forgoing architecture education? Post-
COVID period architecture education witnessed a
decline in the applications reflecting the diminishing
interest in the field. Will the reforms in architecture
education proposed by the Council of Architecture
uplift the dwindling admissions? 

Session 4 - Manthan; Workshop to collate points of
deliberation 

Discussion on the various viewpoints presented by
invited speakers, academic leaders and industry
practitioners in the three sessions. The conclusions
of the final round of churning; ‘Manthan’ led to the
development of a working note, a White Paper of
the suggested reforms on Architecture Education to
the fraternity at large.

In the month of January 2023, the COA circulated the
education reforms prepared in the light of NEP 2020.
National Conclave on the Future of Architecture
Education, held on 2&3rd of June 2023 provided a
platform for all stakeholders to deliberate over the
proposed education reforms and its impact. The course of
two days witnessed intense discussions under the
following sessions -

Inaugural Session - Directions and Perspectives 
Academic and Architectural leadership set the tone
for the Conclave. Different perspectives on
redesigning education to facilitate a more global
perspective, preparing students to work in diverse
cultural contexts and addressing global challenges
such as sustainability and urbanization, to charter the
framework of the three technical sessions.

Session 1 - Architecture Jobs; Prospects &
Opportunities. 

How do we enable students to thrive in the
architecture profession and its allied fields? The focus
is on creating a robust architecture education system
that prepares students to have acumen, and the
necessary skills to be responsible towards the
profession. An emphasis on the importance of
interdisciplinary education, practical learning, and the
use of technology in architecture education enables
students to face the challenges of the modern world. 

Aruna Bhardwaj 
Professor, Sushant University
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Prof. Aruna Bhardwaj“Architecture is an expression of
values – the way we build is a

reflection of the way we live.” 
- Norman Foster

THE National Conclave on the Future of
Architecture Education in India 



In 1989, Mansinh M Rana founded Sushant School of
Art and Architecture as an independent school of
thought in the design domain. Challenging the
conventional rules and regulations of a formal
academic administrative system, he chiseled the school
to be a place where architecture was considered as an
edifice of creative harmony amongst the Arts, Design
and other associated parallels, through which one could
carve one’s own ingenious career. 

Located in the emerging city of Gurgaon, more like a
walk in the forest, Sushant School in its nascent years
was a playful backyard of architecture, engaging in
experimentation and iteration that slowly developed as
an ethos “learning by doing”. 

Growing further, questioning and redefining the nature
of architectural practice became an essential part of
SSAA’s academic position. Embedded in the physical
and social landscape of its times it continued to learn
and absorb from the multitude of eminent architects,
artists and performers that walked through its gardens
and studios. Thus it provided the intellectual resource
for research and design exploration, a place where
ground-breaking thoughts could be spelt and heard
freely.
Today, still a very young school, at the zenith, SSAA
once again it is set out to envision the future of
architectural education leading the way into new
formulations of the architectural practice in India that
embraces our historical past and movements of the
future at the same time in the wider cultural context.

It envisions to position the school of Art and
Architecture globally, as a collective for research and
excellence with pedagogical advancements leading to
significant contributions in the built environment
addressing complex contemporary challenges. 

Committed to advancing architectural education and
practice across the nation, SAA is once again set out to
offer exemplary expertise with rigorous and diverse
perspectives for a more equitable and global future. At
SAA, we encourage creative engagement for enhanced
human experience of our world. 

ABOUT SAA
SUSHANT
UNIVERSITY

Old Campus, Sushant School of Art and Architecture Page 06



Mr. MM Rana interacting with SAA Alumni
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Moderators 
                       Dr. Shelly Bhanshanjaly, Head, Centre for Soft Skills, Sushant University
                       Asso. Prof. Sindhuree Iyengar, School of Art and Architecture, Sushant University

Speakers           
                       Dr. Navin Piplani, Director, Creative Cluster, Sushant University
                       Sheetal Ansal, Special Invitee
                       J.S.Mishra (Retd.) IAS, Chancellor, Sushant University
                       Dr. Rakesh Ranjan, Vice Chancellor, Sushant University
                       Dr. Sanjeev Sharma, Pro-Vice Chancellor & Registrar, Sushant University
                       Prof. Abhay Purohit, President, Council of Architecture
                       Harish Gupta, Joint Director, Higher Education, Government of Haryana
                       Dr. Alok Prakash Mittal, Director NSUT West Campus, New Delhi, Former Member   
                       Secretary AICTE
                       Tulika Puri Kaytal, Partner, Urbane-The Design Workshop; Vice Chairperson of 
                       IVS-School of Design

DAY - 1
INAUGURAL SESSION L to R - Navin Piplani, Rakesh Ranjan, Sheetal Ansal, J.S. Mishra, Sanjeev Sharma, Aruna Bhardwaj, Ashish Aggarwal
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DIRECTIONS AND
PERSPECTIVES

b) examination of the National Aptitude Test for
Architecture (NATA), considering the declining number
of aspirants for architecture education,
c) consideration of the multiple exit options whilst
pursuing the undergraduate degree in architecture,
d) integration of a multidisciplinary learning approach
into the current curriculum and pedagogy,
e) revision of the eligibility criteria for architecture
studies, making it more inclusive as an art, humanities
and creative domain,

Dr. Navin Piplani, Director, Creative Cluster, Sushant University

f) alignment of NAAC criteria on teacher profile for
architecture institutes with the available human resource,
g) consideration of the registration process and
requirements of an Architect with CoA, and
h) greater emphasis on opportunities and resources for
research, publication and patenting.

The main thrust of both NEP and CoA guidelines is to
make the curriculum, pedagogy and framework more
multidisciplinary, flexible, inclusive, rooted and
responsible. A broad vision is to develop an education
system that is rooted in Indian ethos and contributes
directly to transforming India by providing high quality
education to all. It extends further to developing
knowledge systems and skill sets that support human
rights, sustainable living and global well-being.

“A broad vision is to develop an
education system that is rooted in

Indian ethos and contributes directly
to transforming India by providing

high quality education to all.”

These key aspects provide a conceptual basis for the
three sub-themes of the conclave, namely:
a)      Architecture profession – to create a robust
ecosystem of knowledge, skills and experience that
creates responsible professionals,
b)     Architecture education – to examine proposed
education reforms for a holistic, inclusive and forward-
looking teaching-learning environment, and
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Dr. Navin Piplani, Director, Creative Cluster,
Sushant University

The current times are crucial for architecture education
and practice, particularly when several reforms are
introduced by the Ministry of Education and Council of
Architecture (CoA). A structural intervention, which is
developed upon a wider consultation, broad overview
and general consensus is indeed essential. Therefore, a
need was felt for a shared platform to discuss and
deliberate on the key aspects of the National Education
Policy (NEP 2020) and the CoA Draft Guidelines (2023)
that have a potential impact on the future of
architecture education in India. 

With this objective, on 2-3 June 20203 the Sushant
School of Art and Architecture and the Council of
Architecture jointly organised a conclave at New Delhi
to initiate a nation-wide discourse on the key aspects of
NEP and CoA guidelines in relation to architecture
education. The conclave was supported by the Indian
Institute of Architects, Northern Chapter. Over a
hundred delegates including President and Executive
Council members of CoA, Deans of architecture
institutes, research scholars and faculty members from
across the country participated in the conclave.

Some of the key points of discussion include: 
a)    redefining the role of CoA in promoting the
significant position of an ‘Architect’ in the society,

Conference, Inaugural Session
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c) Architecture aspiration – to assess the position of an
architect in the society and devise ways to develop
widespread interest for architecture as a career.

The conclave facilitated an open and inclusive
environment for an unbiased and transparent exchange
of views on the concerns and challenges by
distinguished delegates who represented some of the
reputed institutions of the country. A range of strong
voices from the profession, education and industry
presented convincing perspective on the issues and
arguments shared at the conclave.

The main intent of the conclave draws upon a
widespread concern for dwindling admission numbers in
architecture institutes across the sub-continent. The
basic premise questions the relevance of the NATA
exam and its failure to generate a critical mass in society
that values architecture as a preferred career choice. If
students will have an option to join or leave
undergraduate architecture programme at various
stages, what will be the relevance of annual intake and
student-teacher ratio in architecture institutes? How will
this impact faculty recruitment, progression and
promotion strategies?

In addition to the pressing issues mentioned above, the
discussion shared a range of possibilities for the future
of architecture education. There needs to be a greater
emphasis on the inclusion of ancient Indian architecture
theory and practice in curriculum. The use of advanced
technology and artificial intelligence will enable students
to face the challenges of the modern world without

 compromising traditional building systems and values.
The new education reforms must facilitate job
prospects, while opening multiple avenues for
entrepreneurship opportunities. Sustainability and
climate change are burning issues of the current century
which architects must address.

The conclave resulted in constructive and robust
recommendations for the future of education in India.
The proceedings of the conclave will demonstrate the
deliberations and outcomes of the event. A detailed
white paper is also prepared which has been submitted
to the Council of Architecture for their consideration
and desirable action.

In conclusion, the Sushant School of Art and
Architecture, one the pioneering architecture institutes
in the country, is committed to furthering this critical
discussion, and shaping the impact on the future of
architecture education in India.

L to R - Lahchan Zacharias, Punit Sethi - Council Members, COA
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J.S. Mishra IAS (Retd.) Chancellor, Sushant University
The Chancellor, expressed with deep conviction that the
Indian architecture education, in this challenging times,
require drastic changes and set the path for the
institutions to be at par with international institutions. I
think it’s the most appropriate time to meet and
prepare a draft about the future of the Architecture
Education in India. We are aware that time is changing,
world is changing, thoughts and visions are changing
and architecture education can’t be an exception. It has
been changing all the world over but the present
context of time and space, probably demands more
drastic changes. I wish to congratulate Prof. Purohit and
our VC to organise this conclave in Delhi and invite
eminent people belonging to architectural education, 
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profession, and the industry. I remember a quote of
John Ruskin, who said, “When we build, let us think that
we build forever. Let it not be for present delight nor for
present use alone. Let it be such work as our
descendants will thank us for.”

Another quote by Zaha Hadid says, ‘I don’t think that
Architecture is only about shelter……it should be able to
excite you, to calm you, to make you think’.

In my view, there couldn’t be a better platform, a better
place and a better participation to think of a new
direction in Architecture Education. Sushant University
has been a leader in Architecture Education since 1989.

On this occasion, I wish to raise certain issues that I felt
important during my administrative career as an IAS
officer working in the departments of Urban
Development, Housing and Urban Planning at apex level
in U. P. Govt. as well as Vice Chairman Lucknow
Development Authority and Chairman Ghaziabad
Development Authority.

My feeling is that architecture in India for various
reasons has been over shadowed by Western thoughts,
concepts and vision about designing the spaces. There is
hardly any sphere of human life that is not affected by
architecture. We are designing dwelling units, airports,
hotels, malls, offices, schools, colleges and universities
and so many other buildings and spaces. The beauty of
architecture is that it’s as much a science and
technology as a matter of art and aesthetics. History is
evidence that so many marvels of architecture still

mesmerise us and create a sense of wonder. In India we  
have been the pioneers as proved by the relics of Indus
Valley Civilization, existence of various wonderful forts,
fortresses and palaces, great temples and other
structures of eminence spread across the length and
breadth of the country.

In the present context, the issues which emerge in the
field of Architecture are the issues of shelter, housing
for all, climate change, cost of housing and the kind of
buildings being erected in the country. In my views, an
Architect can play a great role in creating awareness
about green buildings, merging old traditional concepts
in design and construction with the present technology
and needs of the people. An Architect can also play a
decisive role in making people sensitive towards rules,
regulations, master plans, zonal plans, building bye laws
and the issues relating to climate change. Another issue

 which I would like to flag is the cost of housing and
making simple houses a matter of fashion and pride. All
the world over, there is a movement to save the planet
from global warming, conserve natural resources, use
renewable energy sources like solar, wind and tidal
powers and Go for Green. Another issue relevant to
India is the use of architecture in rural areas using local
material, local skill and taking full care of the needs at
local level. I am sure in the deliberations of this conclave
these issues will be discussed and some implementable
conclusion would be reached. India being highly
susceptible to the occurrence of earthquakes, much
more care and awareness needs to be created in this
field as well.

At this juncture, when you are here to draft a new
direction, a new way forward in the education of
Architecture, let’s think some of these issues and make
India lead the world in the field of green buildings for
living, learning and working spaces suitable not only for
the present times but even for the times to come.

At this juncture, when you are here
to draft a new direction, a new way

forward in the education of
Architecture, let’s think some of

these issues and make India lead
the world in the field of green

buildings for living, learning and
working spaces suitable not only

for the present times but even for
the times to come.

कर्मणो ह्यपि बोद्धव्यं बोद्धव्यं च विकर्मण:|
अकर्मणश्च बोद्धव्यं गहना कर्मणो गति: ||

(One should understand the true nature of action,
inaction as well as wrong and prohibited action. For,

mysterious are the ways of action)

J.S. Mishra IAS (Retd.) Chancellor, Sushant University 

Before I conclude, I would like to emphasise that
unless our mindscape changes, the landscape will not
change. And here is the role of education, a new
education in architecture.
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It’s an occasion to change the vision, to change the
present concepts wherever needed and usher in a new
thought, a new wave, a new direction and ultimately a
new education in architecture.

I will like to conclude my message with a poem of
Ravindra Nath Tagore on this occasion:

Ms. Sheetal Ansal, Special Invitee
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Ms. Sheetal Ansal, Special Invitee
Sushant University, dawning on its decade long
establishment, prides itself on being an institution
focussed on growth and innovation. As an institution
that started with a vision for architecture education 34
years ago, the design and architecture schools have
found their footing and been nurtured by the work of
many talented designers, architects and educators
through its tenure. Today, as a pioneer of education
with several tie ups with international universities, we
want to take a deeper look as to why architectural
education in India is falling and what as educators and
leaders we can do about it.

Over the past year I have been on a quest  to
understand what a good education looks like for today’s
generation . How can we build a curriculum that
engages todays youth and increases interest in
architectural education? I’ve spoken to students locally
and internationally, and had discussions with
distinguished academics in universities in India, the US
and the UK.

We want to re-design our curriculum. There are 3 main
pillars of education that can make a huge impact: design
thinking, sustainability and updated policies.

Design thinking revolutionizes the way students
comprehend architecture, unlocking a fresh perspective
that transcends traditional boundaries. Through this
transformative approach, they delve into the art of
mapping human experiences, seamlessly blending
diverse modes of thinking, and orchestrating engaging

It’s not given to many of us to be a sun but we should
make our earnest efforts to be an earthen lamp and
spread light wherever we happen to be.

“Who is there to take up my duties?”
Asked the setting sun.

The world remained dark and silent.
With joined palms said the earthen
lamp, “I will do what I can, my master!”

L to R - Sheetal Ansal, J.S. Mishra, Abhay Purohit
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workshops. Consequently, the design process becomes
a dynamic and fluid journey, fostering innovation and a
holistic understanding of architectural creation.

to have sustainability as a module embedded as a
thread across all university programs. However it’s
needs to be not a thread anymore but an integral part
of what we are teaching across all disciplines .We’re
sitting in New Delhi, one of the most polluted cities in
the world. How are we incorporating this into our
curricula? How can we encourage students to critically
examine local materials using global technologies to
help tackle the climate crisis? What does inclusivity look
like in architectural design? Building industry is a critical
stakeholder in the efforts to the management of climate
change and climate risk preparedness. Architects, and
construction industry at large, need to be conscious that
it is no longer a challenge, it is now a crisis and a severe
threat to the existence of humanity and the planet.

In addition to addressing these issues, we need to draw
from the values and significance of the rich architectural
heritage of India that spans thousands of years. From
the ancient temples of Hampi to the intricate Mughal
architecture of the Taj Mahal, our country is blessed
with a diverse range of architectural marvels. This
heritage serves as a testament to the skill and ingenuity
of our ancestors. From a wider international
perspective, we are aware that a majority of G20
meetings under the India Presidency are hosted at
historic and heritage cities.

Cultural impact is experienced best in a historically rich
built environment. Therefore, it is vital for architectural
education to incorporate a comprehensive
understanding of our architectural legacy, allowing
students to draw inspiration from our past while

 exploring innovative and sustainable design solutions
for the future. Emphasis on ancient Indian knowledge
systems lies at the core of NEP, and it is a worthwhile
point of deliberation at this Conclave.

demands and expectations of the industry, growth path
and viable progression of professionals and so forth.

The confluence of these changes presents us with an
opportunity to champion this change in education. By
re-examining our curricula, we can address the
challenges faced by the field and engage today's youth
in a meaningful way. By recognising the need for growth
and innovation in India, we should use our place as
educators to lead this change and re-design our system.
Personally, I am excited by the scope and idea of
building a new system that empowers our students to
be multifaceted designers, researchers, strategists,
activists, architects, or a bold combination of them all.

This National Conclave is an invaluable opportunity for
delegates from across the sub-continent to deliberate
on some of these key issues, and develop a firm
roadmap that will guide the education reforms,
professional growth, employability gaps, student
satisfaction and industry expectations.

I wish you all a big success and productive two days at
the Conclave! 
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The confluence of these changes
presents us with an opportunity to

champion this change in
education. By re-examining our

curricula, we can address the
challenges faced by the field and

engage today's youth in a
meaningful way. By recognising

the need for growth and
innovation in India, we should use

our place as educators to lead this
change and re-design our system.

The National Education Policy is ushering in an era of
greater flexibility, inclusivity and multi- disciplinarily
nature  in the overall education system in India.
Architecture pedagogy will also need to re- align itself
with the changing times, and embrace new reforms. 

The Council of Architecture, I believe, has already
shared a report and a roadmap that integrates the
provisions of NEP into architecture education. These
need to be carefully and critically assessed in order to
enhance the larger interest of architecture aspirants,

Sheetal Ansal, Special Invitee 

Embracing design thinking, students embark on a
transformative journey that not only reshapes their
understanding of architecture but also empowers them
to shape the world around them with creativity,
purpose, and a deep understanding of human needs.
This holistic approach to design is a reflection on how
products, buildings and businesses now require human-
centered design, rapid prototyping and the ability to
work in highly multidisciplinary teams in businesses
today. Reimagining higher education to build critical-
thinking and problem- solving skills that teaches
entrepreneurship to creative people.

The architecture programs should have sustainability as
a core part of its curriculum. When I founded this
university in 2012 it was my deep desire and endeavour
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Dr. Rakesh Ranjan, Vice Chancellor, Sushant University
First of all, I congratulate Sushant School of Art and
Architecture for taking Initiative to organize two days’
conclave on the relevant topic ‘Future of Architecture
Education in India’. 

I was going through the theme of the session and found
extremely relevant dealing in jobs, prospects,
opportunity, curriculum framework etc. With New
Education Policy, all academic entity, along with its
statuary regulators are working towards successful
implementation of it. The core of NEP is flexibility,
sustainability and mobility of students in their field of
interest at any point of time. Keeping this essence alive,
academic and statuary bodies are deliberating the
process of implementation for the envisaged results.

Council of Architecture, BCI, PCI, AICTE and other
regulatory bodies which was thought of amalgamating in
one entity but till such time each entity is trying to
propose implementation of NEP in its spirit. COA in its
pursuit of education, reforms also publicized Interim
Report and invited suggestions. We from Sushant School
of Art & Architecture and I on my personal behalf as
academic administrator too have submitted observations. 

Prof. Abhay Purohit ji, Dr. Rakesh Ranjan, Dr. Alok Prakash Mittal,

A total tendered amount of 1.84 lakh crore was
approved under the project funding across the country.
Seven Years have passed since then and SCM is rapidly
growing and finding its place in state government
budget plans. Therefore, it makes me to think beyond
doubt that Architectures will be a more desirable
profession in time to come.

However, I am concerned on few points. Primarily about
Professional recognitions of Architecture in society and
acceptability of this profession in the eyes of Generation
Z and the Parents. With 1.4 billion populations, New NEP
2020 and the vision to improve GER in HEI, we need to
critically examine upon how are to be improved. Last
five years’ data pertaining to Architecture education is
worrisome as 
1.    Students Enrolling for NATA is Declining every year
and if I am not wrong this year hardly 12000 students
appeared in the first NATA and may be 5000 new in
coming tests. against 30,000+ sanctioned intake.
2.    Percentage of GER contribution by B.Arch. vis-a-vis
overall GER of HEI: Is decimal of Percentage.

3. It is a matter of concern to see that Architecture
education is not able to contribute to the vision of the
Hon’ble Prime Minister for improving GER in
Higher Education. 

I, as Academic Administrator was curious and started
doing research for the reasons. Based on my limited
understanding and going through available materials
certain observations I would like to bring to your kind
notice
1.      CoA Annual report 2020-21, Gazette Notifications:
The data presented were comprehensive and eye
opener however, I am of different opinion on inference
drawn. In Para 10, PERSEPCTIVE PLAN, dismal
Opportunities of employment and mushrooming of
institution were identified as the reasons of dwindling
interest of students in Architecture and to improve plan
proposed were: No New Colleges, no to increase in

It is a matter of concern to see
that Architecture education is

not able to contribute to the
vision of the Hon’ble Prime

Minister for improving GER in
Higher Education. 
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“Primarily about Professional
recognitions of Architecture in

society and acceptability of this
profession in the eyes of

Generation Z and the Parents.
With 1.4 billion populations, New

NEP 2020 and the vision to
improve GER in HEI, we need to

critically examine upon how are
to be improved. “

Dr. Rakesh Ranjan, Vice Chancellor 

India is a fast developing economy and our middle class
population is growing at remarkable pace. The quality of
life, city and infrastructure, thus need to be robust,
comfortable and aesthetically appealing. With the vision
of the Honorable Prime Minister to make India as 3rd
largest economy, smart cities are bound to come. India
launched its National Smart City Mission (SCM) in 2015
with the goal of transforming urban areas into more
inclusive, sustainable and environmental friendly. The
program was a response to the needs of a rapidly
urbanizing population which requires a radical
transformation of the built environment in order to
realize a more prosperous and egalitarian society. 
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 Intake, no to restoration of intake. All these in my
opinion is not a robust plan for the growth rather this
may be as First aid treatment to the deep rooted
problem. In my opinionm reasons are more than this
and a robust plan is required to be discused. That I
would like to elaborate to all my humility for your kind
records.

2.      Prospective Plan for the Growth (COA): Para 6.1,
page 22, Policy is framed for the population by 2030
with assumption of Inhabitants to Architect as
9000:1and accordingly requirements of Architecture
was projected in Table 3. This Mention that in Delhi it
has surplus Architects and in Haryana by 2030 and we
only need 103 more architects. I have my humble
observations that projected GER contribution by
Architecture Education to the vision of Hon’ble PM
required to be considered, and the growth of Smart city
and hence requirements of Architecture also to be
considered and revised perspective may please be
discussed. Further, I would like to add that our aim
should be to prepare our Architecture Graduate to meet
Global Demands. Therefore, demands of Architects for
the globe need also to be considered. Please Note that
the present data may demotivate to young ones and
others who have been thinking about making their
career in Architecture.

3.      Others Reasons could be: Need to think
Architecture education is important for the growth of
the country? Whether we lack in generating awareness
about the Architecture profession? Do people take pride
in joining the Architecture profession? Are there any

areas of improvement in our Plan? Well these Questions
I leave Speakers to deliberate in two days Conclave.
However, COA as statutory body mandated to take care
of Architecture education and for we as academic, it is
incumbent on us to act immediately.

4.      Without being prejudice and being critical, I wish to
confess that Eligibility criteria once for all should be
deliberated and finalized once for all. Maths/No Maths,
JEE-2 for Govt or Private Institutions or Both, NATA
Mandatory or Preferential? Changing Eligibility may
contribute to some extents to the declined number of
willing students. 
 
5.      Combined and coordinated efforts: In the referred
Gazette notification in Para 18, data of enrolled students
show ever declining trend from 18800 to 14982. This
year Probably somewhere around 12000 students
appeared for NATA. Numbers are declining every year,
indicates that collaborative efforts are required to 
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Prof. Abhay Purohit ji, Dr. Rakesh Ranjan, Dr. Alok Prakash Mittal,

improve on urgent basis. We need to find ways to
improve. However, Silver lining of the data is that
Interest of Girls were more than Boys YoY.

6.       Ranking and Accreditation benchmarking: Your
Immediate attention is drawn towards NAAC Bench
Mark documents, Key Indicator 2.4.2 Teacher Profile.
NAAC in all fairness has published Benchmarking
documents for reference to all HEI.

I would like to draw your kind attention towards Key
Indicator 2.4.2 Teacher Profile bench mark where it is
required to achieve 80% and more percentage of full
time teachers with Ph.D/D.M/M.Ch/D.N.B specialty
during last Five years to achieve full marks. 

Considering the very nature of Architecture course,
where Ph.D is not so common and M.Arch with
experience are appointed as Professor/Dean Position, it
is pertinent to immediately raise our concern to NAAC
to revise the requirement by adding M.Arch as one of
the degree to achieve Full Marks. Otherwise I fear most
of Architecture Schools/Colleges will be at disadvantage
compared to other stream HEIs.

May I kindly request Honorable President to impress
upon NAAC to include M.Arch as one of the Qualification
in Key Indicator 2.4.2 Teacher Profile bench mark.

Without taking much time, I take privilege to propose
the following: 

Outreach Program: Comprehensive outreach program required to be finalized in collaboration of all stakeholders. Combined
and coordinated efforts required and we Sushant University volunteers our services.

1.

Regular seminar with the Principal of schools about the prospects of Architecture and also Poster presentation, competition
by COA so that we reach into the mind of young generation.

2.

In CBSE Syllabus: Addition of “Architectural Marvel of India” as a course or Chapter I strongly propose.3.
In Graduation Courses: Along with political & Social history, Architectural history of India to be taught4.
For post-graduation - lets incentivize like based GPAT/GATE/NET score holdersetc. A method may be deliberated.5.
Growth Plan for Post graduate education missing & require attention.6.
With Prime minister appeal that we should visit our own Country as tourist, which normally means-explore Nature, Sea &
beaches and pilgrimages. We don’t have city that is created in manner that it can be admired for its architectural marvel.

7.

Consider B. Arch as 4 years Program instead of 5 Years. This is also as per the UGC circular 1-1/2021(QIP)(CBCS) dated
12.12.2022 guidelines for Undergraduate Courses.

8.

NATA, JEE-2, or CUET score desirable or Preferential9.
Eligibility criteria for admission:10.

Lets not insist on Maths, instead can have Maths as a bridge course to those who has not taken Maths in +2.a.
First preference to CUET/NATA/JEE-2 qualified students.b.
Any willing student fulfilling eligibility should be considered eligible without CUET/NATA/JEE-2 etc. against vacant seats if
any. This will enable students from neighboring country to take admission and also aligned with right to education to all.

c.
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At the end, experts are kindly requested to deliberate
on the present situation of Architecture Profession
and may proposed progressive and productive plan
for future.

Once again I thank School of Art & Architecture,
Sushant University, COA and our channel partners
along with faculty and professionals of the field and
wish a successful and meaningful two days’ conclave.

Dr. Alok Prakash Mittal, Director NSUT West Campus, New Delhi,
Former Member Secretary AICTE

Dr. Alok Prakash Mittal, Director NSUT West Campus,
New Delhi, Former Member Secretary AICTE
Spoke highly of the NEP and cited that flexibility and
choices of courses to study and shape one’s career is
very advantageous. One can choose multitude of
courses besides the specialisation and aid to one’s
personal development. He urged the dignitaries and the
participants to ponder on the parameters that would
orient the curriculum developers to design in a way that
would hold financial and competitive benefits.

Prof Abhay Purohit, President, Council of Architecture
Prof. Purohit emphasized upon the importance of
organizing a conclave on the future of architecture
education in India, particularly in light of the NEP 2020.
He stated the keen desire of the Council to understand
the concerns expressed by the fraternity on the issues
related to the theme.

At the outset, Prof. Purohit stressed on the need for at
least a tenfold increase in the number of architects in
India. For a population of about 140 Cr., the statistics
show that these are only 1.65 Lakh architects. The
current need is about 15.00 Lakh, which leaves us with a
shortfall of 10 times for a country as vast and
diverse as India.

He stated that only 5% of the India’s population has
access to architectural services, showing lack of
availability of architectural services to a massive 95% of
population. This is indeed a serious matter of concern
and something that needs an urgent attention.

L to R - J.S. Mishra & Rakesh Ranjan felicitating Abhay Purohit
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Prof. Purohit highlighted critical views related to
societal relevance of architecture profession. Why
architecture is not seen as a fundamental need of
citizens? Unlike medicine, architecture is not
considered an essential service that needs to be
available for every member of the society. Have
architects themselves glorified the profession to an
extent that it has become an elite profession?

The language of architects is understood only by
architects, perhaps. We have little, or no, effective
connect with the society. Architecture is an essential
service, and it needs to be seen as such by the society.
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Prof. Purohit touched upon the controversial issues of
the professional fees that architects tend to charge,
particularly in bidding for projects. Lesser professional
fees charged by architects leads to lower salaries to
staff. The COA has prescribed minimum fees to be
charged for projects in order to reinstate parity in
architecture practice and discourage unfair, competitive
and corrupt practices.

There is a discussion to reduce the duration of 5year
Bachelor in architectural programme to four years and
with another one year integration, one could get a
master’s degree making it (4+1) year. This will impact
the curriculum structure and credit distribution,
reducing the teaching framework from five to four

 years. The benefits and shortcomings of such a change
in architecture education needs to be critically assessed.
This system of 3+2 or 4+4 year in undergradmate
architecture programmes has been in practice in the UK,
the US and other Western countries. What could be its
implications for an Indian context needs to be examined
in a comprehensive manner.

Prof. Purohit was pleased with the organization of the
conclave, and expressed his keen desire to receiving
working note for further consideration of the
Council of Architecture.

Prof Abhay Purohit, President, Council of Architecture

Prof Abhay Purohit, President, Council of Architecture

Lesser professional fees charged
by architects leads to lower

salaries to staff. The COA has
prescribed minimum fees to be
charged for projects in order to
reinstate parity in architecture
practice and discourage unfair,

competitive and corrupt practices.

“There is a discussion to reduce
the duration of 5year Bachelor
in architectural programme to

four years and with another one
year integration, one could get

a master’s degree making it
(4+1) year. This will impact the

curriculum structure and credit
distribution, reducing the

teaching framework from five
to four years.” 

Prof Abhay Purohit, President, Council of Architecture

Architecture should be based on the following four
aspects: health, hygiene, safety and happiness. It should
be presented as a unique expertise, which no other
discipline or profession is capable of delivering in a
comprehensive manner.

He discussed another key issue of declining number of
admissions for architecture education as a career
choice. This decline in admissions has been exacerbated
by the pandemic and it is continuing. If the relevance of
entrance exam of NATA needs to be addressed as a
prerequisite to admissions, then it needs to be
addressed urgently. The annual students’ intake governs
faculty requirements in an institution. These are critical
issues to be resolved. In a system with multiple exit
options, the entry and intake frameworks also need to
be considered in order to sustain the batch size,
proportionate faculty and teaching infrastructure.
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pride in being an Indian in thought, spirit, intellect and
deeds. It aims to develop knowledge, skills and values
that support commitment to human rights, sustainable
development and global well-being. It proposes
institutional restructuring and consolidation, by way of
transforming higher education institutions into
multidisciplinary knowledge hubs. 

In order to understand and implement the NEP in
architecture education, we need people with diverse
mindsets. We need to have a team of multidisciplinary
professionals from architecture and other allied
disciplines allies to work together and develop
approaches for the implementation of NEP in
architecture education. Mr. Gupta suggested that CoA
should have a core committee of experts including
academicians, professionals and so forth.

The professionals will have to take a lead and show a
way forward to the government and make a bridge
between the Council and the Government. Government
universities are in a better position to convince the
Government, which is difficult for the private Architects
body. However, here must be a blending of various
professionals and agencies to convince the government
about our perception, our thought, line of action and
way forward regarding implementation of NEP in
Architecture Education.

Architecture education could be focused on holistic and
multidisciplinary education by integrating humanities,
arts, science, technology, engineering and mathematics
with an aim to develop overall capacities of students. 

IN
A

U
G

U
R

A
L

S
E

S
S

IO
N

 

Tulika Puri Katyal, Partner, Urbane-The Design  
Workshop; Vice Chairperson of IVS-School of Design
An alumni, she reflected upon happiness while studying.
The amount of fun one would have while working on the
submissions became the ultimate appreciation for the
programme. It symbolised the culture, unity and overall
understanding of each other’s strength and weaknesses.
The school opened the minds of the students then and
gave the space to build amazing memories to chart their
own path in the life.

The discourse on creativity, art, music and architecture
was brought to students in a very informal set-up. After
studying Masters in Integral Architecture from Drexel
University, Tulika started a design firm and design
schools that are Center for Design and Innovation;
where design is taught not just from aesthetic point of
view but problem solving aspect with fun.

Harish Gupta, Joint Director, Higher Education,
Government of Haryana
Mr. Gupta was representing the Director General,
Technical Education and Higher Education, who was
unable to attend due to administrative occupancy. He
expressed his gratitude towards the Organizing
Committee for such a conclave, which is the need of the
hour to discuss and deliberate the way forward
regarding implementation of National Education Policy
in context of architecture education. He discussed
certain key points of NEP. The NEP envisions to make
fruitful changes in the education system of modern
India. The vision of the policy is to instil a deep rooted

Tulika Puri Katyal

Harish Gupta, Joint Director, Higher Education,
Government of Haryana

Harish Gupta, Joint Director, Higher Education,
Government of Haryana

He also discussed about multiple exits and shared that
there is also a window given by the government of
multiple entries. The system will evolve with time and it
does not mean what is decided today will stay forever.
The system keeps updating and as per the need and
outcome changing. As and when required, there will be
modifications and amendments in the policy.

Mr. Gupta touched upon an optimum learning
environment and support for students by way of an
innovative teaching pedagogy. By using hybrid mode of
teaching and learning, ensuring industry connect,
personality development etc, moral values and so on.
The concept of NEP is also to internationalization by
promoting India as a global knowledge hub. The larger
vision of the government is to evolve new technology,
new ideas in India and stop looking towards the world to
do so. In architecture also there is a need in evolution in
both education and practice. 
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VOTE OF THANKS
Prof. (Dr.) Sanjeev Sharma, Pro-Vice Chancellor &
Registrar, Sushant University

Dr. Sharma presented his vote of thanks to the
members present for the conclave.

Sheetal Maam mentioned three points of Sustainability,
global technology and updated policies. For global
problems, Ma'am, you have given us a way when we can
think about not only enjoyable education, but
employable education. Also, we are inducted for your
personal involvement and intellectual inputs in
improvising the education system.

On the basis of my association with her for more than
two decades, I can only say she is the person who
dreams. For the excellence of Sushant with open eyes
and she's ready to have as many as sleepless night
required for achieving that dream. Thank you very
much, ma'am, for your valuable time and presence.

Our Honorable Vice Chancellor has given a direction
about smart cities need of the art. But at the same time,
you also mentioned that these smart cities could be
possible if smart potentials are there. Smart
professionals are there. With creative potential whether
it is an architect, designer or planner Sir, at the same
time when you have shared the need, you have also
shared the concern and we are thankful for yourself to
be a part of concern about the choice and availability of
these professionals. Your valuable inputs for qualitative.
And quantitative involvement in architectural education
are very very important and meaningful.

We are thankful to you Sir for your valuable inputs, Dr.
Mittal, emphasized on skill orientation which is very
much required. I thank him in his absentia. The
Honorable President of Council of Architecture, has

 mentioned tenfold enhancement in architectural
professional requirement. It is really very encouraging.
The enlightening thoughts he mentioned architectural
services for everyone and health, happiness, hygiene
and safety. They are really the need of the nation. We
are thankful for his kind consideration to all the genuine
concerns we have made regarding the transformation in
architectural education.

Our Honorable Director from Higher Technical
Education, Harish Guptaji, has mentioned a very
important point regarding the need of this core
committee with diverse expertise. And Sir, we also
appreciate your thought that we should change with the
concept of revolution through evolution. We are
thankful to our valuable inputs. We were blessed to
have a dignitary like our Chancellor, Sir, a living example
because he started his career with the engineering
profession. He has given his entire life to the
administration and now hes contributing to the
literature also so that all multidisciplinary, all flexibility is
being provided by him and and contributed by him. We
were talking about the happiness and the happiness
comes with three domains roti, kapra and makan. And
we are fortunate Sir that you have served on the top
position of all three ministry of agriculture, textile and
housing development. We are thankful for your kind
presence here.

We have always thought of smart cities but nobody has
discussed ever about smart villages. Definitely the
smartness in the villages will contribute more in making
Media India a global platform rather than smart cities.
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VOTE OF THANKS, Prof. (Dr.) Sanjeev Sharma, Pro-Vice Chancellor & Registrar, Sushant University

We are thankful Sir for this unique concept. You
mentioned about happiness and how to achieve it. It is
the need, actual need of our not for the country but for
the every individual of the country. 

My special thanks and recognition to the members of
SAA Sushant School of Art and Architecture, Sushant
University for their tireless efforts. I understand that
how important and how difficult it is to organize such
an event and planning and execution of such a
wonderful event.

We are also indebted to the everlasting support of
Council of Architecture for their continuous efforts
towards improvisation of architectural education in our
country. And today, after listening to the President of
Consul of Architecture, we have gained enough
confidence that yes, in the times to come will be more
professional and will be more acceptable at the
global level.

I can’t complete my vote of thanks without paying our
gratitude to the policymakers, industry experts sitting
here and distinguished academic experts who came all
the way from Pune or from Jalgaon or from other
places. It shows that their connectivity to the
profession. It shows that how they are concerned in
finding a solution to the global problems. Im thankful
for their valuable time and presence. And joining hands
with Sushant University for this important event.
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Thanks to Mr. Deepak and his team from the media. And
that is the way we can percolate the message from this
room to the entire globe. We are thankful for that. 
I can't forget to thank our sponsor, that is Kaenat Glasses

who have joined hands for this noble cause. My sincere
thanks to each and every member of the organizing
committee Technical Support committee. Once and all,
thank you very much!

Closing of Inaugural Session



Year - 2011, Sushant School of Art and Architecture



S
E

S
S

IO
N

 1ARCHITECTURAL JOBS, 
PROSPECTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

POST NEP 2020
NCFAE 2023

DAY - 1
SESSION 1

Moderator
                        Prof. Aruna Bhardwaj, Professor. School of art and Architecture, Sushant University.

Session Chair
                        Ar. Ashish Gupta, Chairman Indian Institute of Architects, Northern Chapter, Partner, 
                        First Principle.

Speakers
                       Prof. Ashish Aggarwal, Design Chair and Professor,  School of art and Architecture, 
                       Sushant University, Vice President of the SSAA Alumni Association.
                       Tanmay Tathagatt, Executive Director of the Environmental Design Solutions [EDS].
                       Tulika Puri Katyal, Partner, Urbane - The Design  Workshop; Vice Chairperson of IVS-
                       School of Design.
                       Prof (Dr) Neena Singh Zutshi, Professor & Dean Academics World University of Design.
                       Prof (Col) Virendra Kumar Malik, Dean School of Art & Architecture Sushant University
                       Arti Gugnani, Partner at VGA.

Conference - Session 1



S
E

S
S

IO
N

 1

Page 39 Page 40

National Conclave on the Future of Architecture Education in India, June 2023 Post New Education Policy 2020

ARCHITECTURAL JOBS, PROSPECTS
AND OPPORTUNITIES

Sheetal Ansal, Prof. Aruna Bhardwaj, Ar. Ashish Gupta and Prof. Ashish Aggarwal

For thriving in the dynamic landscape of the
architecture profession and its allied

fields, the imperative task revolves around cultivating an
education system that equips students not only with
technical proficiency but also with holistic acumen. In
Session 1 of the conclave an emphasis on a
comprehensive approach, emphasizing interdisciplinary
education as a cornerstone, and learning the necessary
skills were highlighted be responsible towards the
profession. The theme seeks to highlight the importance
of interdisciplinary education, practical learning, and use
of technology in architecture education enabling
students to face the challenges of the modern world.

What does our education system need to do? This
session sought inputs from the industry and the

academia together to address the issue of sustainable
livelihood for future architects. Session chair, Ashish
Gupta, Chairman, Indian Institute of Architects
(Northern Chapter) opened the session, highlighting the
requirement for green architects and opportunities for
sustainable practices. He elaborated the vast possibility
of growth in the field of Green Architecture. Tanmay
Tathagat, Executive Director of the Environmental
Design Solutions [EDS], a multidisciplinary consulting
firm focused on addressing the issues of sustainable
development in the built environment, cited the trend
of young talented professionals switching streams as a
sign of dynamic industry situation. He emphasised the
need for giving students a well-rounded and strong
foundation as the key criteria, for success. Tulika Puri
Katyal, a partner at Urbane-The Design Workshop; 

Vice Chairperson of IVS-School of Design is herself a
Design thinking mentor for Graduate School of Business,
Stanford University and founder of Centre for Design &
Innovation - a platform that links business to design,
focusing on “design led innovation”. She advocated an
integrated approach that is outcome driven and skill
based as the basis of strengthening the architecture
education curriculum, to bring it out from shadows of
engineering and humanities courses.With a focus on
architecture education, Prof (Col) Virendra Kumar Malik,
Dean School of Art & Architecture, Sushant University,
brought attention to teaching architecture as an
immense opportunity. He sought deliberations on the
fact that the Council of Architecture has guidelines for
teachers but there are no minimum standards set for an
architect to become an educator. Dr. Neena Singh
Zutshi, Professor & Dean Academics World University of
Design, reiterated the issue of placing Architecture
under either Humanities or Engineering is an issue as it
undermines the reality of the profession. Ar Aarti
Gugnani, partner at VGA, articulated the issues faced by

 industry and to the basic requirement of any
architectural firm hiring a fresh graduate and the vast
deficiencies that exist in their knowledge and skills in
comparison to present practice. 

Prof. Aruna Bhardwaj opened the session, highlighting
students' concerns about post-education opportunities
in Architecture. Despite the country's need for
architects, student interest is below expectations. She
listed the key points of the New Education Policy that
needed to be discussed- multidisciplinary learning,
revisiting COA registration after seven years, and faculty
recruitment based on new teaching, practice, and
research categories. The issue of the Bachelor of
Architecture program having a common Foundation Year
with allied disciplines has been often contemplated but
the question arose about adding courses like BBA,
B.Tech, Law, etc. Prof Bhardwaj urged that prerequisites
for teaching roles and whether faculty-student ratios
should be redefined were the issues that required
collaborative dialogue for shaping architecture
education's future in line with evolving demands.

Ashish Gupta specifically spoke on the issue of Jobs,
Prospects and Opportunities, architecture education
institutions need to align themselves to the present
reality of our times. The role of the architect today goes
beyond the ambit of just designing a building or urban
space. As a member of the Delhi’s State Environment
Appraisal Committee, quoting factual real-time data and
awareness of the ground realities concerning the Capital
City/state of Delhi Ar Ashish Gupta said that the Delhi
government is very clear that by 2026 Delhi will be outProf. (Dr.) Neena Singh Zutshi, Prof. (Dr.) Manjari Khanna Kapoor
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Prof. Ashish Agarwal pointed out the fact that India is
poised to be among the top three economies in the
world in the coming years. Real estate and the
architecture profession play a crucial role in both the
formal and informal sectors of this economy. Post
COVID Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities are witnessing tremendous
activity, towards development. This a reflection of the
pent-up aspirations of the largest middle-class
population in the world becoming more affluent, leading
to higher spending capacities he stated. This situation is
reflected in the imbalance between the demand and
supply of the professional, in both quality and the
numbers, who can fulfil these aspirations. With
approximately 1.6 lakh architects for a population of 140
crores, many offices are in constant lookout for suitable
candidates. Correlating this to architecture education,
Prof. Aggarwal identified, in terms of fulfilling the
demands of the profession, the gaps in what is taught
and what is expected needs to be identified. In the
academic world, to prepare the future generation to be
industry ready, this is among the first issues from which
the idea for this conclave was generated. He
emphasised the need to deliberate upon the intent of
NEP2020 with its dynamic, forward-looking intent and
flexibility, an opportunity for this multi-disciplinary.

Prof. Aruna Bhardwaj, Ashish Gupta

of water. Despite this, efforts are underway to address
the situation, and architects play a prominent role in this
initiative. Ar. Ashish Gupta emphasised the need for the
profession to gauge their level of preparedness for the
impending water scarcity issue and other such
environmental concerns. Currently, all construction
projects in the city are mandated to utilize recycled
water, treated at sewage treatment plants to meet
construction standards. He shared that the proposed
new norms aim for nearly zero environmental impact in
every building construction. Architects are required to
be proficient in handling challenges like the urban heat
island effect, water reuse, energy reduction, and carbon
credit balancing. Mr Gupta urged everyone present to
consider how the curriculum addresses these critical
issues as the starting point for building the human
habitat. With these thoughts, the session was opened to
other speakers. 

Architects today need to know
how to deal with urban heat

island effect, water reuse,
energy reduction and balancing

carbon credits. It is up to
everyone to see how the

curriculum addresses this issue
as the new start point of building

the human habitat. 

“Some of the ground-breaking
possibilities can be translated into
starting a Bachelor of Architecture
programme with a Foundation Year

common to multiple disciplines.”

Tanmay Tathagat, speaking from a professional
standpoint, finds the discussion about jobs, careers, and
the future of students studying architecture intriguing.
He notes the unique perspective when compared to
students studying engineering, as architecture
education often equips individuals with diverse skills
that can be adapted to various professional demands.
He agreed that when someone bright and capable, with
a genuine interest in architecture is forced to move to
another stream for whatever reasons, it is a loss, both to
the profession and is not the best value for the
education provided. However, this in a way happens to
all professions, asking the key question that ‘How many
Engineers actual become Engineers?” Tathagat
emphasised that while the Council of Architecture has
good intentions in creating jobs for graduating
architects, the broader societal outlook on architects
and their roles plays a crucial role in
shaping opportunities.

Prof. Ashish Agarwal

Conference Proceedings

At a fundamental level, Tathagat identified key aspects
that should be part of graduates' professional training.
First, assessing their aptitude for hands-on work and
clarity on fundamental principles in the field, regardless
of their scientific background or digital proficiency.
Second, emphasizing the importance of analytical
thinking and attention to detail. Ar TanmayTathagat
highlights a critical need for educational institutes to
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Professor (Dr.) Neena Singh Zutshi directed the
conclave's attention to global trends, noting the unique
positioning of schools of architecture under various
faculties or institutions globally. She raised questions
about the reasons behind this positioning and explored
potential factors such as a global recession, changing
roles of architects, and the evolving influence of
architecture on other fields. Zutshi also considered the
impact of the fourth industrial revolution and the role of
artificial intelligence (AI) in creative fields. In
contemplating the skill sets needed for architecture
graduates, Zutshi questioned whether it should
encompass knowledge of building construction, critical
thinking, or the ability to question paradigms.

She emphasized the need for India to recognize its
unique offerings and questioned what sets Indian
architecture apart. Zutshi proposed that architecture be
included in the UPSC list, highlighting the importance of
architects participating in government exams for
meaningful contributions to nation-building. She
underscored the significance of a deeper discussion on
the role of architecture, especially considering the
predominant focus on STEM in Indian education. 

Zutshi encouraged viewing architecture as a larger
collaborative process involving diverse stakeholders and
a comprehensive exploration of its role alongside
traditional elements. 
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push the boundaries of research, specifically in the
fundamental exploration in theory and practice. He
underscores the gap in applied research and suggested
that universities focus on cutting-edge theoretical
research, allowing professionals to contribute more to
applied research in projects and allied fields. This
synergy, according to Tathagat, can significantly
enhance opportunities and job prospects for
architecture graduates.

Talking about job readiness, at the
foundation level, psychology, design,

technology and business
understanding is key

approach in design education and an integrated
outcome-driven and skill-based approach in overall
education. Focusing on job readiness, she stressed the
importance of developing future skill sets, citing
learnability, agility, and adaptability as crucial post-
pandemic attributes, with a particular emphasis on
creativity and creative problem-solving for design
education. Puri highlighted the foundational significance
of psychology, design, technology, and business
understanding for job readiness, proposing that these
issues be addressed at the school or college level,
especially in design education for its human-centric and
creative aspects. Additionally, she underscored the
necessity of imparting financial skills. Tulika Puri
concluded with an Albert Einstein quote, ‘If you always
do what you always did, you will end up with what you
get’, urging a departure from traditional approaches and
encouraging innovative thinking to navigate
challenges effectively.

Tulika Puri Katyal 

Tanmay Tathagat Professor (Dr.) Neena Singh Zutshi

Tulika Puri Katyal spoke of the challenges our schooling
system. It still belonged to the industrial age wherein
everything was about assembly line and mass
production. Puri advocated for a multidisciplinary

Professor (Col) V K Malik emphasized the core issue of
opportunities in architecture, specifically focusing on
the training of architects to become effective educators.
He referred to the President of COA's remarks in the
inaugural session, highlighting the plan to increase the
total number of architects in the country from 1.65 lakh
to 50 times that figure. Malik raised a critical concern
about the shortage of qualified teachers for this
ambitious expansion and recognized teaching
architecture as a significant job opportunity and a
potential second career avenue. Acknowledging that
teachers are an integral part of the architectural
professional workforce, Malik stressed the importance
of industry input into academia. He underscored the
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Architect Arti Gugani shared her perspective as a
practitioner of architecture. In her role as someone who
interviews young graduates, she emphasized the
importance of aligning with the realities of professional
practice for immediate employability. Gugani
highlighted the need for graduates to comprehend the
entire project lifecycle, from conceptualization to
delivery, emphasizing practical aspects like designing,
drawing agreements, creating Bill of Quantities (BOQ),
detailed working drawings, and maintaining
professionalism. Expressing a concern, she noted thatProfessor (Col) V K Malik
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25 years of experience. Malik recommended the
initiation of an annual Best Teacher Award by COA on
Architects' Day to motivate educators to excel. He also
proposed a similar award for architectural institutes to
encourage them to elevate the standard of architectural
education in India. Furthermore, Malik suggested
implementing a monetary scheme to help teachers
upgrade their knowledge and called for a re-evaluation
of the promotion scheme for teachers to align it with
the new education policy.

need for stringent qualifications for teachers, proposing
that, given the global shift towards research, a Ph.D.
should be a key criterion for hiring teachers in
architectural institutes. Malik drew attention to the fact
that only 6 to 10% of the existing architects opt for
teaching as a career, resulting in approximately 8000 to
12000 teachers in India. He suggested encouraging
more practitioners to become experts and contribute to
preparing 21st-century graduates with up-to-date
industry knowledge.

Regarding the new draft guidelines from COA, Malik
pointed out that there is silence on the qualifications of
teachers, especially the Professor of Practice role
encouraged by NEP2020. He proposed splitting the
Professor of Practice role into two levels: one with 10
years of experience and another, Professor Chair, based
on expertise in design/construction/technology with

“Recommended the initiation of
an annual Best Teacher Award

by COA on Architects' Day to
motivate educators to excel. He

also proposed a similar award
for architectural institutes to

encourage them to elevate the
standard of architectural

education in India.”

Summarizing the key takeaways of the Jobs and
Opportunities Session Prof Bhardwaj reinforced the
urgent need for bridging the widening chasm between
academia and the work life of the architect. The session
identified important and relevant areas for academics to
address. Fundamental research, sustainability both
material and process driven and restructuring learning
that reflects reality supported by the requisite number
of qualified teachers were listed as areas of immediate
action. She concluded the session by thanking the
speakers, delegates and all participants for
their contributions.

students are relying on the same instructional materials
she used decades ago, resulting in a lack of evolution in
their knowledge. Gugani advocated for a more holistic
education that equips students with a diverse skill set,
enhancing their employability. She urged for an updated
approach to teaching architectural design, emphasizing
the importance of incorporating real-life constraints,
specific requirements, and contextual considerations
into design problems to make the learning experience
more practical.

Gugani emphasized that architectural design should not
be seen solely as a process-driven exercise focused on
creating aesthetically pleasing buildings inspired by
internet images. Instead, she encouraged approaching
design as a delicate balance between art and science,
creativity, and practicality. Arti Gugani concluded by
emphasizing the need to guide students toward holistic
design solutions by merging both creative and practical
aspects in their education.

Only 6 to 10% of the existing
architects opt for teaching as a

career, resulting in approximately
8000 to 12000 teachers in India.

Conference - Session 1
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ARCHITECTURE EDUCATION, CURRICULUM
FRAMEWORK IN THE NEW REGIME OF NEP 2023

Conference, Session 2

The architecture curriculum has invariably
been diverse, interdisciplinary and led by 

an experiential way of teaching and learning. This
conclave is focused on a review of the current
curriculum. A reformative approach to architecture
education in India could encompass various aspects to
ensure that the curriculum remains relevant, student
learning is comprehensive, and graduates are equipped
to address contemporary challenges. ‘We should be
moving from being an artist to a technologist, from a
great man theory to a capable professional, and from
romanticism to objective reality and systems thinking’,
Benninger C.

With a focus on facilitating a radical change in
architecture education, the session discussed new

 perspectives and approaches to the proposed
curriculum framework. It constituted of an apposite
panel of invited speakers and deans. The session chair
was Prof. (Dr.) Anil Dewan, who is leading the
Department of Architecture, School of Planning and
Architecture, New Delhi. He was joined by Prof. Manoj
Mathur, Dean – Planning and Development, a
conscientious academician who has made noteworthy
contributions in pedagogical approaches leading to
design thinking at School of Planning and Architecture,
New Delhi. Prof. (Dr.) Amit Hajela - Director- Amity
School of Architecture and Planning, Noida was also on
the panel. Dr. Hajela is an expert member- UGC NEP
2020 - The IDP Committee, Ministry of Education; Expert
Member-CCPD- Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment and Expert Member on the Smart Cities 

Program of NIUA. On the panel was Dr. Ashwini Pethe,
Principal at MIT, Art Design and Technology University,
Pune. She is a visionary behind many valuable initiations
- a post graduate program in Traditional Indian
Architectural Knowledge Systems and the "Pune
Biennale". Deans of schools of architecture who
presented their views included : Prof. Shaleen Sharma
(World University of Design, Sonepat), Prof. Shhilpi
Sinha (Vaastu Kala Academy, New Delhi), Prof. (Dr.)
Neeraja Lugani (University School of Architecture and
Planning, GGSIPU, New Delhi), Prof. (Dr.) Manjari
Khanna Kapoor (School of Architecture, Unitedworld
Institute of Design, Delhi NCR) and Prof. Rupinder Singh
(Jagran Lakecity and committee member of the CoA
architecture education interim report). The session was
moderated by Dr. Suruchi Modi, HoD, School of Art and
Architecture, Sushant University. An architect and urban
designer with more than two decades of academic and

Prof. (Dr.) Anil Dewan

With millions of young
people in our country who

are full of means, energy
and desire to do things, it

becomes the teacher’s
responsibility to get them
to do things as quickly as
possible and at the state

of understanding to
facilitate and accelerate
their growth and enable

them to get into the
productive workforce. 

industry experience, she spearheads many community
driven initiatives to achieve Local Area Plans laid out by
the Delhi Masterplan for multiple wards in the city. She
opened the session mentioning how the education
system in India is going to see some major
transformations with National Education Policy (NEP)
advancing towards a pedagogical shift emphasizing
multidisciplinary learning, cultural studies and
embracing technology strengthened by the multiple
entry and exit options. That the session needs to
suggest how this can be embedded in the curriculum if
we want to produce architects capable of creating
meaningful architecture in our country. In order to
achieve this, will a change be needed in both
professional institutions and higher education is what
also needs deliberation.  
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At the onset, Prof. Dewan mentioned that there is an
excess of teaching in architecture education. Prof.
Hajela discussed how to deal with our respective
disciplines in light of the National Education Policy 2020.
He said that education in India has undergone a
paradigm shift ever since the first Knowledge
Commission in 1966-68. Thereafter, we embraced
technology in 1985, which brought in a significant shift
in establishing the open schools of learning and open
universities. The next shift came with the National
Knowledge Commission in 2005, and subsequently now
there is the National Education Policy 2020. Prof. Manoj
Mathur agreed that the NEP is meant to gain a
demographic dividend.

With millions of young people in our country who are
full of means, energy and desire to do things, it becomes
the teacher’s responsibility to get them to do things as
quickly as possible and at the state of understanding to
facilitate and accelerate their growth and enable them
to get into the productive workforce. This is the thrust 

EC Members, COA

of the NEP. He emphasized that we are one of the few
countries which provides a bachelors degree after a
period of five years of architecture education while in
most countries it would get a masters degree.

He suggested that if much of education is necessary to
get a license, to get the council of architecture
certification, to practice architecture, to become a
responsible person, to deal with architectural matters,
then you get only masters students to apply for the
license. One needs to take cognizance of the situation
immediately, as there will be no future for
architecture in India.

Prof. Mathur suggested the master's program under
two pathways - standalone two-year degree or one-year
degree integrated with bachelor's program. The degree
in the Masters or M.Arch should be in specialized areas
such as conservation, urban design, landscape
architecture, and new-age areas like sustainable or
digital architecture. Therefore, the two years’ master's
degree is for disciplines which are higher fields of
learning, not the core issues in the bachelor's degree.
He explained further with the example of architectural
conservation. That's not really the core of what an
architect has to do and therefore does not form part of
the B.Arch degree. One studies about history, the
importance of the old buildings, why they were
important in that time and now. But the concern does
not manifest into how to preserve and conserve the old
buildings. It is a new area of expertise and therefore it
deserves a two-year master degree. The one-year
masters programmes could be more of a finishing

The traditional knowledge systems
were ignored for many years since

last decade but recently a noticeable
renewed interest has been observed

in IKS in India as well as abroad. 

school, with courses of core architecture like design
resolution, design documentation, working drawings or
execution documentation. 

Prof. Pethe elaborated upon the ways of integrating
Traditional Knowledge Systems, to bridge past to
present, leading to a final degree from an Indian
architecture education system. After independence,
India has seen a phenomenal growth in the formal
education sector. A few nationalists struggled to draw
inspiration from the traditional knowledge systems in
architecture education and practice in India. The
traditional knowledge systems were ignored for many
years in the last decade but recently a noticeable
renewed interest has been observed in IKS in India as
well as abroad. Dr. Pethe made a presentation which
discussed the relevance of renewed interest in IKS in
architecture in present times. It threw light on how to
integrate these systems in the architecture curriculum
at undergraduate level by taking example of the
framework used for emerging traditional Indian
architectural knowledge systems at MIT ADT University.
Today with the changing political landscape the thread
of Traditional Knowledge Systems is coming to the
mainstream education. This can come into bachelors
programme under choice based credits. 

Prof. Rupinder Singh’s presentation in absentia,
brought to light five basic goals of the NEP
Subcommittee. a) To provide flexibility in the course of
study to the student, thereby also empowering them.
Thus, the possibility to exit the course at any level with
some certificate or degree, or use that certificate and
credits to change their course of study. b) To bring the
bachelor's program in line with national concerns and
global norms. Thus the five-year degree needs to be
rethought. c) To empower each school with flexibility as
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Prof. (Dr.) Ashwini Pethe
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L to R - Tanaya Verma, Rashmi Antt, Manoj Mathur, Neerja Lugani

We are architects. We
see better tomorrow.

We say why not, not
why…”.

to how and what to teach. A school in NCR would have
different intellectual resources than one in a crafts-rich
rural area. d) To envisage architecture undergraduate
education as a gateway to various fields of specialisation
and not as a stand-alone degree only. Today when
Design-thinking and Strategy Design has found such a
foothold in the world, architects should be leading these
programs. e) To ensure that our architecture education
is updated, technologically to the highest quality. He
stated, “Indian architecture education was the gold
standard, globally. And with this policy and
determination, we can do better. We are architects. We
see better tomorrow. We say why not, not why…”.

Prof. Shaleen Sharma stated that it is at a good time
that the NEP has come into the picture because we are

revisiting from year one to the year five and questioning
each year like a design process that that we talk about
in our studios.

Prof. Shhilpi Sinha said that the NEP talks about access,
quality, equity, affordability, and accountability. So
whatever we do, the curriculum we come up with,
needs to address these five criteria to confirm to the
NEP. And it involves things like ethics and value
education, health, nutrition, hygiene, along with
computational and digital awareness of the students,
most important being community outreach. It is
important to provide hands-on education, the basics of
design doesn't need to be compromised upon. No
matter how much technology you get into being, we
should actually move towards using the technology to
our advantage. She agreed with the four years
programme stating that the validity of the fifth year as a
graduate course doesn't hold true in today's scenario.
We need to create sensitive architects coming from the
right School of Thought. 
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“In this process we also need
to shift the architectural

canon from that for the elite
to an essential service. “

Dr. Neerja Lugani also agreed for architecture to be a
four-year programme. Given the situation, given the
other courses which are in line with this, we have to also
realize that most of our students from architecture are
shifting towards construction. The course curriculum
has drifted quite away from what architecture should
have been. Traditional systems should have been
followed. What is important to understand is that
students are looking for a job after four years. They are
looking for a package which needs to at least make
them sustain themselves in the market. It is when they
are not getting something worthwhile, they shift. So we
have to address architectural education system, be it
from the traditional based system and re-making it from
the basics and coming to the technology.

Dr. Manjari Khanna put forth a few pertinent questions
regarding the NEP and the interim document that has
been shared. One of the questions was, is it in

operation? When does that switch happen? These are
questions that need to be addressed in a sense of
urgency. Another very alarming aspect we have had, a
string of NEP education programs and FDBs and
workshops with people from the Ministry. One of the
major pillars of the NEP is the portability that you can
shift universities and even programs.

Dr. Suruchi Modi concluded the session mentioning
that moving further into the 21st century, architecture
education around the world is entering a phase of
remarkable change and we need to educate for this
transformation. In this process we also need to shift the
architectural canon from that for the elite to an
essential service. We stand on the crossroads of shifting
environmental realities, emerging technologies, evolving
societal needs, and new pedagogical trends, the future
of architectural education is embracing a vision that is
broader, multidisciplinary, adaptable, and
globally responsive.
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DECODING NEP 2020 - OPPORTUNITIES FOR
TRANSFORMATION OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION

Prof.(Dr) Amit Hajela

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 aims to
establish a vision for India's higher education system,
emphasizing its role in promoting human and societal
well-being, sustainable livelihoods, and economic
development. The policy emphasizes the importance of
quality higher education in developing well-rounded,
creative individuals across various disciplines. It aims to
transform Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) into
multidisciplinary universities, colleges, and Knowledge
Hubs, promoting well-roundedness across disciplines,
developing active research communities, and increasing
resource efficiency.

The policy outlines a new understanding of a higher
education institution (HEI), encompassing research-
intensive, teaching-intensive, and autonomous degree-
granting colleges. The system allows the institutions to
graduate to respective higher levels, from autonomous
to research-intensive institutes with appropriate
accreditations. The accreditation system will develop
appropriate norms across these categories, allowing
HEIs to move gradually, based on their plans, actions,
and effectiveness. The key changes proposed in the NEP
include large, multidisciplinary universities, local/Indian
language programs, revamped curriculum, pedagogy,
assessment, and student support. Credit-based courses
address intellectual, aesthetic, social, physical,

 emotional, ethical, and moral capacities, while value-
based education focuses on  humanistic values and life
skills. Community service programs and internships with
local industries and researchers enhance students'
employability and practical learning experiences.
Flexible curricula structures, multiple entry and exit
points, re-entry options, and opportunities for
multidisciplinary work in academia, government, and
industry are key highlights of the policy. 

To further support the implementation of policy, various
National frameworks have been developed by UGC,
each of which provides an enabling mechanism for
imparting quality education in higher education
institutions: 

The National Qualifications Framework (NQF) is a
comprehensive qualification framework that categorizes
qualifications based on specific learning levels and
integrates education and training sector qualifications. It
improves transparency, enhances understanding,
promotes credit accumulation, provides accountability,
and makes systems more demand focused. The NQF is
crucial for competency-based education and training,
focusing on individual knowledge, skills, values, and
attitudes. It helps employers compare qualifications and
improves the quality and relevance of education and
training programs.
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processes, enhanced skill-oriented teaching pedagogy,
and adopting an inclusive approach to education. It
opens up new vistas to be explored for making
Architectural Education more inclusive, flexible, and
multidisciplinary, thereby enhancing the quality of
education, besides adaptability. The boundless
opportunities presented by the NEP may be integrated
into Architectural education to make it more robust and
student-centric. Some of the key areas of proposed
interventions are elaborated below. 

Academic Governance
The Minimum Standards of Architecture Education may
specify the Graduate Attributes (GAs) to be adopted by
the Institutions based on the desirable skills, knowledge,
and abilities to be inculcated in the graduates, beyond
disciplinary content knowledge. Each of the GAs can be
further qualified specifically for Architectural education,
in alignment with the intended learning outcomes. The
set of Program Education Objectives (PEOs), Program
Operational Objectives (POOs), and Program Learning
Outcomes (PLOs), should be framed clearly for
Bachelor’s and Master’s degree programs to meet the
requirements of the discipline and specializations. The
Graduate Attributes attained should be assessed and
communicated to the students to enable them to
improvise their learning outcomes.

Multi-disciplinary Approach in Architecture
NEP promotes adopting a multidisciplinary approach in
Education in a big way, which gives the students the
flexibility to explore different fields, choose from a wide
range of options, and diversify in areas of their 

interest. The Curriculum of Architecture Education
should include Management, Design, Technology, and
Skill-based courses. The integration of Choice based
Credit system and the provision of
MOOC/Swayam/NPTEL/other online courses in the
curriculum further supports the concept of making
education holistic and inclusive, besides promoting
multi-disciplinarity. Each of the courses shall be
assessed through the relevant Direct and Indirect
methods of Assessment should be well qualified in the
Minimum Standards of Architectural Education. The
emphasis should be laid on the integration of
technology with skill enhancement courses aligned to
application software in Architecture, Planning, Design,
and Research. Besides promoting multi-disciplinary
education, Architectural Education needs to be futuristic
in its approach, keeping pace with Digital
transformations. Relevant courses in Data Mining and
Data Analytics (AI, Coding, Forecasting) should be
introduced to support the technological advancements
to impact Architectural delivery in the future. 

Flexibility and Mobility
The choice-based credit system and the Academic Bank
of Credit are enabling mechanisms to support the
mobility of students within the institutions, with the
flexibility to pursue education at their own pace, change
their field, earn extra credits, and/or take control of
their educational journey. As suggested in the NCFr and
NHEQF, the program shall be designed to provide the
flexibility to select a Major and a Minor based on the
number of associated credits earned. 

“It opens up new vistas to be
explored for making Architectural
Education more inclusive, flexible,

and multidisciplinary”

The National Skill Qualification Framework (NSQF) is a
competency-based framework in India that links various
learning pathways, including vocational education,
training, general education, and technical education. It
facilitates credit awarding, credit transfer, and
progression routes within the education and training
system, ensuring vocational graduates have
employment-related skills and partnerships with
industry. The framework categorizes qualifications into
levels of knowledge, skills, and aptitude, each defined by
five parameters: process, professional knowledge,
professional skills, core skills, and responsibility.
Professional knowledge is defined in terms of depth,
breadth, kinds, and complexity, while core skills involve
dexterity and the use of methods, materials, tools, and
instruments. Responsibility includes the degree of
supervision that a person needs when doing a job or the
degree of supervision a person is capable of exercising
over others.

The National Higher Education Qualification
Framework (NHEQF) is a national framework that
awards higher education qualifications based on
demonstrated achievement of learning outcomes and
academic standards. It provides a comprehensive
classification of qualifications, aligns them with national
regulatory and quality assurance arrangements, and
supports national and international mobility of persons
with NSQF-compliant qualifications.  It aims to enhance
undergraduate course flexibility by offering a diverse
range of subjects and courses in an academic year
organized in desirable progressions as per the
requirements of the program. Students can change 

courses at the start of each year, provided they meet
prerequisites and achieve defined learning outcomes.
Graduate attributes are acquired through meaningful
experiences and critical thinking, resulting in
transferable competencies.

The National Vocational Education Qualification
Framework (NVEQF) is a national education and
competency-based framework that categorizes
qualifications into levels of knowledge and skills, linking
them to vocational and general education pathways. It
uses level descriptors and occupation standards for
specific job roles or sectors.

The UGC has developed a student-centric "Curriculum
and Credit Framework for Undergraduate Programmes
(CCFUP)," featuring a flexible choice-based credit
system, multidisciplinary approach, and multiple entry
and exit options. This framework is the baseline for the
implementation of NEP comprehensively, which needs
to be qualified and adapted for Architectural Education. 
In short, NEP 2020 focuses on recognizing the unique
capabilities of each student and aims at holistic
development through flexible learning pathways,
integration of technology in teaching-learning 
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Program Duration and Multiple Entry-Exit Options
The duration of both the undergraduate and graduate
programs in Architecture shall be revised as per the NEP
2020. The five-year degree program can be reduced to a
4-year program, with a one-year postgraduate program
as a finishing school (PG Diploma) equivalent to an
M.Phil and 2-year postgraduate program equivalent to
an M.Arch. The program duration and credit distribution
for the undergraduate and postgraduate degree
programs may be as follows:

Bachelor of Architecture (4-year Duration)
The undergraduate program of B.Arch shall be of 4-year
duration with a 15-week semester and a capping of 40
Credits per year, translating into 160 credits for the 4-
year program. In case, the CoA wishes to continue with
the 5-year duration for the B.Arch program, then the
credits earned would be 200 for the entire duration of
the program. An additional 25 credits may be earned
through VAC courses in case of both 4-year and 5-year
options. Training or internship of 14 weeks (6 weeks
after the Second Year and 8 weeks after the Third Year)
shall be integrated within the 4-year duration by
suitably organizing the Semester Schedule. An additional
25 credits may be earned through VAC Courses or Open
online certifications to promote multi-disciplinarity. The
National Credit Framework can be further mapped with
the 4-year B.Arch program. 
The first year could be designed as a Foundation course
providing basic manual and automated skills, enabling a
student to appreciate and understand the vocabulary of
Design and honing his skills in Graphic Communication.

The first-year Foundation course should be supported
with hands-on vocational skills as mandated by NCFr as
an essential requirement with a multiple entry-exit
policy. The duration to exercise the Multiple Entry Exit
shall be capped at 15 years.

Masters in Architecture
The postgraduate degree program should be a
specialization program, with 40 credits to be earned
each year and a capping of 100 credits on the total
credits earned during the program. An additional 20
credits may be earned through VAC Courses or Open
online certifications.

Credit Distribution
The current distribution of credits may be reviewed and
up to 40% of courses can be made open through
learning from online learning platforms/MOOCs and
recommended by NEP 2020. To support the above, 60%
of the courses can be distributed within the Professional
Core Courses, Professional Ability Enhancement
Courses, and Skill Enhancement Courses. The rest can
be offered as specialized or open electives or towards
multi-disciplinary engagement. Therefore, the credit
distribution as prescribed in the Minimum Standards
needs to be re-articulated. The credits earned may be
further supplemented with Progressive Value-Added
Courses, Vocational courses, and hands-on training. The
Value-added courses may also be added over and above
the minimum credits which may also be undertaken
through the MOOC / NPTEL / SWAYAM platform. “Architectural education

should be research-driven.”

Research in Architecture
Architectural education should be research-driven,
which should be integrated into the program curriculum
as well as in the adopted pedagogy to promote lifelong
learning, and critical and analytical thinking in the
graduates. Research should be integrated with the
profession also. The Council of Architecture can fund
research as an equivalent of DST or an equivalent
National/International body in Architecture, or an
equivalent body may be established under CoA. Specific
grants can be given to enhance research in Architecture
based on the research proposals submitted and duly
reviewed by an appointed technical committee for
research funding by CoA. Further, international
collaboration can also be promoted for research under
the aegis of CoA.

Internationalization
The focus of Architectural education should be on
Internationalization and mapping credits to
international standards for producing globally
competitive graduates. Globalization can be further
enhanced through multidisciplinary engagement with
international universities through Student exchange,
Faculty exchange, Joint studios, collaborative research,
internship, etc. International internships should be
encouraged to maximize global outreach and
multicultural outlook. The benchmarking of programs at
both undergraduate and postgraduate levels should be
established as per NHEQF and NSQF, at par with the
international standards, to motivate students across the
world, to pursue higher education in India. 

Degrees Awarded
Architecture is a professional course and nullifying the
professional degree of B.Arch at the undergraduate
level will devalue the profession. Hence, the
professional degree of B.Arch should continue to be
awarded to successful students. The postgraduate
degree of M.Arch should offer specialization in different
fields. Ph.D. is a globally accepted qualification, awarded
following the research outcome on a specific area of
inquiry. The significance of a Doctorate degree should
not be diluted and the equivalence criteria of
professional work to the Ph.D. degree should be
established. 

The following eligibility criteria shall be adopted for
Registration as an Architect:

Min. 3 Years Bachelor’s Degree with
minimum 3 years Professional Experience

4 years Bachelor’s Degree with minimum 2
years Professional Experience 

The registration to practice as an architect
should be after clearing the professional
examination to be conducted by COA.
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Faculty Engagement
The faculty-student ratio of 1:10 as specified in the
Minimum standards and also proposed by UGC, should
be calculated on the actual strength of students rather
than intake and the FTE may be calculated with an
average of 16 hours of teaching load per week, to
encourage faculty to undertake research, academic and
administrative work. To enhance industry-institution
interactions and bridge the gap between academia and
profession, the criterion of a 50-50 ratio of Full-time to
Visiting faculty may be adopted for Architecture/Design
streams. The recruitment rules need to be defined and a
flexible cadre needs to be implemented wherein the
growth is benchmarked to the achievements,
contributions made and the minimum requirement to
be fulfilled for the future progression of faculty. The
quality of Teaching and Research needs to be drastically
improved and stringent guidelines and review
mechanisms need to be developed and enforced.

Conclusion
The National Education Policy (NEP 2020) aims to
transform the Indian Higher Education Ecosystem by
providing flexibility, student-centered learning
pathways, and employable graduates. The policy is open
and broad, allowing various disciplines to adapt to the
21st century and meet stakeholders' aspirations. The
UGC Quality Mandate focuses on research and
pedagogical innovations to enhance the quality of
Architectural Education in the country. The Learning
Outcome-based Curricula Framework (LOCF) should
guide this change. The Minimum Standards of  
Architectural Education must be restructured and

revised, with the NCrF, NHEQF, and NSQF reviewed in
proposed COA Reforms. The COA must establish
benchmarks for assessing the quality of Architectural
Education in accordance with international standards to
make the Indian education system globally competitive.
A COA-driven Accreditation System is needed to
maintain standards of Architectural Education. A
comprehensive perspective and collective effort from
academia and the profession are needed to revitalize
the discipline and attract aspirants to architecture to
meet the demands of a growing economy.

Old Campus, Sushant School of Art and Architecture
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ADMISSION DILEMMA, QUALITATIVE
& QUANTITATIVE APPROACH

Conference, Session 3

 their seats filled up, have been trying different options
to get students admitted into the programme. Such
practices of inappropriate assessment of architecture
aspirants for admission into architecture along with
disinterested persons getting into the programme has
affected the validations and endorsements for the
schools of architecture especially in the northern
part of India.

The architecture school, therefore have been
deliberating over the idea of reframing the strategies to
improvise the current situation in terms of numbers and
quality of admission takers in architecture programme.
Dr. Jaideep Chatterjee, is a professor and Dean at Jindal
School of Art & Architecture, O.P. Jindal Global
University. Tanya Khanna Kohli, an architecture

The architecture is a discipline often
considered to be a combination of science

 and arts. Overtime the field of architecture was put
more closely to engineering sciences, resulting into
laying of criteria which fulfilled the aspects of science
disciplines.Upon realization, assessments for evaluating
creative understanding of architecture aspirants came
into existence, yet a larger group without science
background couldn’t pursue architecture and had to
settle down for design disciplines as a career option.
This has led to a dilemma in architecture education,
whether the student enrolled in architecture is
interested in architecture or has engineering inclination.
Moreover, the institutions providing architecture
education have been observing reduction in admission
in architecture programmes, therefore in order to get

graduate, founded Epistle which provides editorial,
strategic, communications, marketing and PR services
within the domain of art, architecture, design and allied
disciplines. Dhanashree Sardeshpande, is heading
master’s programme at B.N. College of Architecture,
Pune. Dr. Qamar Irshad, is heading architecture
programme at Faculty of Architecture & Ekistics, Jamia
Milia Islamia, New Delhi. Dr. Ajay Monga, is a professor
of architecture at D.C.R. University of Science &
Technology, Murthal, Haryana. Dr. Rashmi Ashtt, is
heading the Indira Gandhi Delhi Technical Uiversity for
Women, Delhi. Dr. Tanaya Verma is a Director at Amity
School of Architecture & Planning,
Amity University, Jaipur.

Moderator Yash Pratap Singh Shekhawat opened the
session, highlighting the pertinent concerns of
institutions imparting architecture education especially
in northern parts of India. The dropping numbers in
takers of architecture as a career option, in combination
with the parameters for assessment of architecture
aspirants have created an alarming situation.

Institutions with glorious pasts are finding it difficult to
sustain the current wave of career options which a fresh
school graduate has to pursue. Often, this also leads to
prospects the career provides post-graduation in the job
/ business market, which were also discussed in earlier
sessions of the conclave. This session focused on
admissions in architecture programmes, their regulation
and assessment criteria with qualitative and
quantitative approaches.

Prof (Dr) Jaideep Chatterjee, stated the idea of
increasing the architecture numbers to 10 times,
ironically the numbers in North of India are reducing
and moving southwards. He projected his concerns on
the B.Arch. Program, its relevance, the legalities
regarding the title of architect under the Architects Act
1972. Changing eligibility criteria for admissions in
B.Arch programme have also coupled the admission
havoc. The criteria for Physics, Chemistry & Maths, is
redundant and should be called off. Also, it is critical to
understand the worries of our students and the
insecurities of the profession post their graduation,
related to career and earning prospects. 

What extent should the
undergraduate program be actually

under the Council of Architecture?

If MIT can teach engineering in 120
credits, why do the Indians need 260
credits to teach engineering?

‘‘To what extent should the
undergraduate program be

under the Council of
Architecture?’’

Post New Education Policy 2020
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Tanya Khanna Kohli being a practitioner of allied
profession to architecture practice brought the
attention to the actual number of practicing architects
in the country. The statistics presented in the previous
sessions for the number of architects required, 

Tanya Khanna Kohli 

The financial viability of the course fee the architecture
institutions are charging versus what the benefit the
students draws to achieve career success needs a
revised strategic approach. The question of relevance of
entrance examinations in India versus abroad needs to
be addressed. To what extent should the undergraduate
program be under the Council of Architecture? The
interim report proposed that the CoA is going to
regulate at the master’s level without any interference
at the undergraduate level. More deliberation is
required in this matter. As per the Architects’ Act, COA
only regulates the profession of architecture and can’t
establish the equivalence of Doctorate holder with a
practitioner. ‘We ought not to have anything to do with
doctors in architecture’. More deliberations are
required in this matter as well. Another primary concern
was regarding the credits to be covered is way higher
than any international university requirements. ‘If MIT
can teach engineering in 120 credits, why do the Indians
need 260 credits to teach engineering?’ This also
needs deliberation.

“As a profession, we have not
made ourselves open and

available to the common man.” 

a considerable number does not practice core
architecture. ‘As a profession, we have not made
ourselves open and available to the common man.’ A
strong gap exists between the right assessment of
interest and the education one pursues, and it
continues to reflect on what the person continues to
work for life. NEP is trying to address this issue of
education at the K-12 level as well. 

Architecture education needs a policy reform to look at
aspects of career trajectory, comparable salaries to
other professions, jobs prospects etc. At EPTISLE, 45 out
of 75 staff strength are architects unsure of their
profession of architecture, interested in writing,
pursued the job to work towards journalism. Such
variety of concerns, not addressed in the current
curriculum. She highlighted that 11.1% are school
graduates pursue architecture, and further in the

Jaideep Chatterjee
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skills. Post aptitude test, the student can move to
another field of choice. The balance of the profession,
the award of the PhD program, PhD to a person having
completed the seven years of education and qualified
the COA exams and the one attaining a PhD degree by
the means of enrolment in the program, also needs
deliberations. COA Interim Report talks about
equivalency between a PhD and a registered architect.
The document says that for registration into Phd, two
years’ practical experience is required. It was suggested
the candidates with sufficient research credit on this
account of completion of masters and not wanting to
pursue a professional stream may join the doctoral
program. NEP & UGC both talk about engaging people
from profession as Professor of Practice, therefore an

 architecture graduates, significant numbers pursue
allied professions. Architecture education is limiting
regarding skills to management of practice, HR, finance
and client management. In order to bridge the gap,
internships were extended from six months to one year,
yet the industry do not welcome interns as practicing
architects need to teach them skills which architecture
schools are not teaching. 

Larger goal of architecture education for the community
should be to train professionals who will positively
contribute to either existing practices or and to build
more successful, stable, and sustainable practices. It is
high time that academia really thinks about practicing or
non-practicing architects. 

Dhanashree Sardeshpande expressed a concern on the
dwindling numbers and suggested to have series of such
conclaves to fine tune the constituents of architecture
teaching. ‘NEP says architecture should change from the
current solution driven utilitarian approach to an
interdisciplinary one.’ Interdisciplinary design practice
would be one stop solution, as a response to the
changing demands of the job market and evolving
nature of the design industry, with most credible
innovative design to their credit. The scales of urban &
peri-urban cater to very different

market requirements and collaborations, for which a
cohesive policy is required in architecture education.
Architecture firms that aspire for scale and integrated
solutions are hiring for new work culture that promotes
interdisciplinary practice.

For example, in a competition project, analytical skills
expert gives the brevity of the project proposal,
someone else gives the building economics part to the
project. While looking at changing scenarios across the
globe, shifting paradigms should be seen. Opportunities
to forge alliances between architects, designers,
scientists, engineers, artists, and so on should be
created. At BNCA Pune, a 6000 sft of a digital fabrication
lab, provides rapid prototyping, laser cutting, 3D
printing facilities. This lab is an open hub collaborating

with mechanical engineers, aviation experts, robotic
people, product designers. Such open hub for K-12
people to come and experiment, make a prototype,
something in robotics and ingress that architecture is an
intersection with fine art, criticism, philosophy, etc.
Collaborations should be the strategic aim for
architectural institutes. 

Admission into architecture program be open to all
streams and backgrounds. The testing methods like
NATA for admission’s eligibility should be relooked.
Current methods look at sketching skills, information
and knowledge, while one should be tested for Spatial
awareness and cognition, creative thinking and
visualization. The admission process is succumbed to
coaching centres which trains aspirants to cracks these
tests. ‘Let us break the nexus between these ridiculous
coaching classes and take away architects from the
shackles of it.’

“Let us break the nexus
between these ridiculous

coaching classes and take
away architects from the

shackles of it.”

Prof. Himanshu Sanghani

Conference, Session 3

“NEP says architecture should
change from the current solution

driven utilitarian approach to an
interdisciplinary one.”

Prof. (Dr) Qamar Irshad suggested an aptitude test at
the end of the foundation year, to be guided by the
Council of Architecture. The interim report by the COA,
talks about a foundation year, where multiple disciplines
with major portions of curriculum imparting common
necessary skills, including the technical as well as soft
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equivalency is not required. Quality and quantity of
intake in architecture is a growing concern with
decreasing numbers of applications adding to the woes.
Institutions imparting architecture education needs to
put more effort in terms of getting more people
interested in the field of architecture. The dearth of
applications in bachelors programme has also affected
the number of applications for masters
programmes adversely.

Prof. (Dr.) Tanaya Verma raised her concerns on the
title of an “Architect”, whether the title should continue
and safeguarded. Larger concerns for the profession
pertains related to motivation for the profession,
aspirations from the profession and exposure to the
profession of architecture.

A young school graduate doesn’t understand
architecture as a profession until some acquaintances
introduces it to them. The ecosystem around a person,
peer group, parents influence a great deal in the
decision making process of pursuing architecture
studies. She, also vouched the concerns regarding the
applicability of the questions that appear in NATA Exams
and their cut off ranks. Moreover, the relevance of
entrance exams was also questioned. Eligibility criteria
of Physics, Chemistry, Maths in 12th class also needs a
revision. Overtime, architecture graduates have found
their way into different fields of interest, the highest
placement of architects in United States is in animation
and gaming industry. The academia should do revisions
in curriculum to gear up the graduates to take up multi
diverse roles in the industry, with good payouts. 

Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Ashtt shared her experience of
working in private organizations and cooperative
organizations. She emphasized the relevance of efforts
the faculty put forth in shaping the students to value the
education and its application in seeking job prospects,
while quoting different anecdotes of past 12 years of
her academic experience.

Summarizing the key takeaways of the third Session
Yash Pratap Singh concluded that the architecture as
career option needs to be promoted, while the
educational institutions to get some autonomy to
decide for the candidates aspiring to become architects.
Council of Architecture should relook towards its
strategies for regulating the field of architecture and
until the complete cycle of admission to placements
which also includes job prospects stands corrected, the
admissions situation is unlikely to improve. He
concluded the session by thanking the speakers,
delegates and all participants for their contributions.

L to R - Sindhuree Iyengar, Himanshu Sanghani, Dhanashree Sardeshpande
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MANTHAN & SUMMATION OF SPECIFIC POLICY
POINTS BASED ON THREE TECHNICAL SESSIONS

Conference, Session 4

The delegates strongly and openly shared their
perspective on learning and teaching for

architecture education on every table. The provisions of
NEP and CoA Interim Report were critically analysed in
relation to quality and impact of architecture education.
The key point of discussion was the dwindling numbers
of students appearing for the NATA exam. This brought
attention to the relevance of entrance tests and
eligibility criteria.

This session was meant for the summation of specific policy points based on the three technical
sessions. Round table discussions were led by Architect Vikas Kanojia, Principal Studio CoDe, Maliha
Sulan Chaudhury, Research Scholar, CEPT University and Associate Professor Parul Kiri Roy from
School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi.

The outcome was a white paper that advises on both
draft policy and prudential actions by the contribution of
diverse stakeholders of the profession. The initiation is
first of its kind, but reviewing architecture profession
and education every five years shall bring together
entities who share similar vision and concerns to
enhance the dioramic architecture of the country.

Table 1 with Vikas Kanojia

Vikas Kanojia, Principal Architect, Studio Code 
New Education Policy 2020 (NEP) has the potential to
transform Architecture education and profession in the
future if conceptualized in detail and executed well.
Well trained professionals can further help in improving
Architecture of town and cities across the globe. At the
national conclave on Architecture education organized
by Sushant University, we discussed various ways to
make the policy suitable for the education with
suggestions for refinements. The key feature of the NEP
is looking at all creative fields under a single umbrella of
‘multi-disciplinary education’ where the foundation
years are ‘common’ to all the fields. 

Bauhaus school in 1919 was developed with a radical
concept i.e. to reimagine the material world to reflect
the unity of all the arts. The three main goals of the
Bauhaus school were to abolish the separation

between artists and craftsmen, unify all art forms to
create a total design environment, and connect the
school with local manufacturers. 

Bauhaus approach was inter-disciplinary and fine grain
which is still relevant in today’s time. NEP seems to
evolve a new system of multi-disciplinary approach with
common foundation courses. Sushant school of Art &
Architecture (SSAA) taught students ways for
independent design thinking, research, innovation and
creativity.

The curriculum always fostered interactive and inter-
disciplinary learnings in Architecture through subjects
taught by professionals such as Artists, Architects,
Landscape Architects, Urban Planners, Urban Designers,
Structural & MEP Engineers. This inter-disciplinary
learning was crucial in making of a ‘well-groomed
professional.’ 
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The economics and
credibility of

Architecture profession
needs a critical review

collectively by the
Council of Architecture

(COA) and allied
professional bodies like

IIA, IUDI, INTACH etc.

It would be important for each Architectural institution
to work with the new defined NEP system however add
another layer of its own ‘vision’ which shall help in
establishing their own identity and footing globally. 
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The idea of the ‘Commons’ is good but there is no
defined path for a student on how to select a stream of
his interest after the foundation years in NEP 2020. This
needs further elaboration in form of a compendium
which can enable a student of 18-20 years of age to
choose a right path for his future.

On one hand the economics of certain professions
would guide a student selection on the other hand
certain profession may not get better students. This
may cause instability within certain fields. The
professional fee’s along with categories were defined in
Architect’s Act, 1972 based on typology of work four
decades ago which have been stagnant till date. The
economics and credibility of Architecture profession
needs a critical review collectively by the Council of
Architecture (COA) and allied professional bodies like
IIA, IUDI, INTACH etc.

Table 2 with  Jaideep Chatterjee 

Let us define the words first
Maliha S. Chaudhry

One of the main discussions around the nomenclature
of the degree became the starting point of the Manthan
session. The nomenclature may need updating, from
being called “Bachelor of Architecture” which is a 5-year
bachelor’s degree, to a year wise Degree/ diploma.
Especially with the flexible exit options, this becomes
critical but the integrity of the profession for the last
100+ years lies in its name, and that should not be lost.
Maintaining this integrity, and adapting to the new
system, a middle ground was suggested calling it
“Bachelor of Architecture Studies.” In todays Information age, technological skills are very

relevant for a budding Architect however soft skills like
hand sketching, writing, speaking etc. will always remain
important. In practice, an Architect draws on a site to
explain design and construction details.

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated images and projects
may take over the future market however no one can
have a copyright over an AI generated product. Its
important for the industry and the Architect’s act to
enforce strong copyright laws on an Architects’
production for the benefit of the Architectural
Profession. The profession needs to give recognition to
an Architect’s talent first over a firm financial turnover
and experience of a similar project for selection in a new
project. Open competitions and workshops should be
conducted for public projects for harnessing the best
Architectural design across the nation. This would help
in giving equal opportunity to all firms and build
credibility within the profession. 

“Its important for the industry
and the Architect’s act to

enforce strong copyright laws
on an Architects’ production for
the benefit of the Architectural

Profession. The profession needs
to give recognition to an

Architect’s talent first over a
firm financial turnover and

experience of a similar project
for selection in a new project.” 

Vikas Kanojia, Prof. (Col.) VK Malik Table 3 with Maliha Sultan Chaudhary and Parul Kiri Roy
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creating a better prospect as a profession and get more
interest amongst the students helping improve the
dropping numbers. All of these can be cohesively tied
up with a systematic phase wise plan for updating and
of mapping the quality and the methods of auditing this
system. It is very critical that the discipline takes stock of
what is happening (deeply) and why it is happening and
how we can turn the situation around for a noble
profession such as architecture. 
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community engagement must be brought back, now the
pandemic is behind us and students can actively travel
and engage with the city. 

This autodidactic way of learning must be seen as
beneficial both for the younger generation who are very
keen to learn on their own, and also develop an attitude
toward the profession during college life and lastly
Faculty Training must be made very critical to help with
the accountability (followed by peer evaluation, and
student feedback).

The NEP-2020 is an opportunity to re-align the ways of
teaching, learning and assessment for higher education
at a national level. But it also provides a window for
specialised technical education such as architecture to
update its curriculum, nomenclature, content quality,
and the larger impact it has. In return it may benefit in

The real Samvaad however began when the structure of
the curriculum was being discussed. The overall
structure was discussed and written down as points for
further deliberations. 

Points of concern:  There are some key suggestions
however as a fellow academic I see could really boost
the quality of the education. The overarching point that
came out of Manthan for me and many other
discussions and readings on architecture education has
been the “missing link” of simple word and their
“meanings.” It sounds simple, but the truth is that there
is a tendency now to use jargon in all professions
globally. Perhaps an influence of the corporate culture
on all disciplines, and all professionals. It is a
reductionist attitude towards a glorious profession of
philosophy, creativity, science/ logic, aesthetics, and
technology. The Interim report therefore needs to
address this by giving a detailed set of
deliverables/tangible outcomes aligned to the many
aspects written in the report, for example the
“Graduate Attributes,” lists out the terms, but without
the definitions and the list may not be followed with
authenticity.

The conclave covered many crucial aspects of
Architecture as a profession as well as education.
However, to make a change to the larger system there
needs to be suggestions, arguments and also methods
of auditing to keep a check. The auditing of what finally
happens in the classroom, how the ideas, words and
knowledge is taken into the learners and to what extent
are the assignments aligned to the larger idea. Such

auditing attempts are made by setting up separate
“parallel academic governance” systems, but in some
cases the large scale such systems do not help achieve
the understanding in depth. 

2. What can be possible “feedback” = “feed-forward.”
Or critical questions to ask at the helm of applications of
NEP and revamping the educational framework. What is
requires is more representation from across the country
not present. Mandatory participation from key
Architectural Institutions. Inputs from alumni, recent
graduates, and students to understand the discipline
and its state in the society, industry and amongst
younger generation. Feedback from faculty teaching in
Architecture Schools to make the process democratic.
Discussion of best practices with empirical data to
support the outcomes on teaching, learning and
assessment. Importance of volunteering/ site visits/ Md. Shahroz Alam, Maliha S. Chaudhry, Ashwini Pethe, Parul Kiri Roy, Harsha Yadav, Manoj Mathur
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Kiran Singh

However, to make a change to
the larger system there needs
to be suggestions, arguments

and also methods of auditing to
keep a check. 
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NATIONAL CONCLAVE
THE FUTURE OF ARCHITECTURE
EDUCATION IN INDIA

POST NEP 2020
NCFAE 2023

2ND & 3RD JUNE 2023

1. Respecting The Architects Act, 1972 which protects the title of “Architect” by providing for the registration of
architects and for matters connected therewith,

2. Conscious of the exit policy suggested by the Council of Architecture and acknowledging the Higher Education
Institution framework by the UGC,

3. Valuing the multidisciplinary learning approach suggested by the NEP 2020, though its manifestation in
architecture education and profession needs to be defined in order to provide a desired training for the range of
career paths that it could open up, 

4. Considering the proposed system of the first year being a foundation year with a certificate and exit option, the
eligibility for Architecture Studies programme may be revised,

5. Drawing upon the multiple entry and exit options there is a concern with regard to the essential requirement of
the student-teacher ratio. The new framework for recruitment suggested in the CoA interim report and eligibility
criteria also need to be revisited. 

6. Noting the NAAC benchmark criteria 2.4.2 on teacher profile, that requires for an institution to achieve 80% or
more of the full time faculty with PhD. Conscious that PhD. is less commonly pursued in architecture, and
publishing under UGC Care or Scopus indexed journals, do not accurately capture architecture in various
sanctities. The qualifying criteria for such accreditations needs to be enumerated.

7. Considering the requirements and processes for the registration of the Architect, the proposed scheme
suggests registration with the CoA at the end of seven years of educational and professional experience combined
followed by an examination. Such a long haul may make it difficult to attract the best talent and retain them into
the profession. The path to be taken by students wanting to pursue Ph.D. directly after the bachelors programme
needs clarity w.r.t. the process of registration. 

We, the Deans, Heads and Faculty members representing Schools of Architecture in India, submit the working
note - “White Paper on the Future of Architecture Education in India in the light of NEP 2020” for further
consideration of the Council of Architecture.

The note is an outcome of the deliberations presented at the National Conclave on the Future of Architecture
Education in India, post NEP 2020, held during 2nd - 3rd June 2023 at India International Centre, New Delhi.

WORKING NOTE
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We, hereby, submit the key recommendations for
reforms in Architecture Education in India, in response
to the NEP 2020 and CoA Interim Report (9th of
January 2023). 

1. The Architects Act 1972 does not protect the
profession of "Architecture", it only protects the title of
"Architect". Whereas the persons registered under the
Act are entitled to call themselves as "Architects", the
Act in no way prohibits those not registered from
carrying on the practice of Architecture. When the Act
only takes cognizance of those registered and
completely ignores the non-registered, a large part of
the practiced Architecture does not come into the
purview of the Act and is thus not in any way protected.

Hence the title of ’The Architect’ may be revisited on
following points:
1a. Evaluation for giving the title may be dissociated by
submitting the degree only.
1b. There may be an examination for registration, after a
minimum of 2 years of professional experience, and the
title may be awarded along with registration.
1c. Should be in line with the precedents of the
ecosystem for global acceptance.

2. A new nomenclature in line with the Exit Policy is
suggested:
2a. CAS - Certificate in Architecture Studies (1 year)
40 credits + 10 VAC/Skill enhancement

2b. DAS - Diploma in Architecture Studies (2 years)
80 credits + 20 VAC/Skill enhancement

2c. BAS - Bachelors in Architecture Studies [Degree with
Major - 3 years]
120 credits + 30 VAC/Skill enhancement.

2d. BArch - Bachelors in Architecture [Professional
Degree equivalent to Honors - 4 years]
160 credits + 40 VAC/Skill enhancement

2e. PGDip - Postgraduate Diploma in Architecture - 1
year (like a finishing school in areas like design
resolution, working drawings, lighting etc.)
40 credits + 10 VAC/Skill enhancement

2f. MArch - Postgraduate Degree in Architecture (with
specialization) - 2 years (in areas which require a new
learning like Landscape Architecture, Urban Design,
Conservation Studies etc.)
80 credits + 20 VAC/Skill enhancement

The suggested nomenclature in line with the Exit Policy

3. Alongwith the exit policy, a policy of entry at various
stages may be clearly defined. This needs to provide a
criteria for portability across architectural institutions
and an appropriate time frame in order to maintain the
validity of the curriculum. 

4. The registration as an “Architect” under the CoA may
have two possibilities.
a.      3 Years Bachelors Degree with minimum 3 years
Professional Experience 
b.      4 years Bachelors Degree with minimum 2 year
Professional Experience 
 
It is further suggested that the academic competence
may lead to the title of the “Architect”
The exam for license to practice may be completely
practice based to gauge the professional understanding
of the subject. 

5. a. In order to embrace multidisciplinary learning in
architecture, 60% core courses (from the chosen field)
and 40% choice based courses from other fields (like
design, environment, fashion, graphics, engineering,
planning and other allied disciplines) may be an
appropriate distribution. 
b. The credit framework can be in the range of 160-200
credits as suggested
 i.  Major (80 for 4 years) - Minor (* as per the UGC
Norms)
 ii. Major (60 for 3 years) - Minor (* as per the UGC
Norms)
 iii. 20-25 per semester
c.            Value Added Courses - 25 additional credits
with a dual degree. Dual Degree is not tenable. Credit
distribution as given above.

d. Total 15 weeks of teaching learning (+ 2-3 weeks of
assessment).

6. The stand-alone Schools of Architecture may explore
courses from other sources such as MITWare, EDX,
Swayam etc., that stand permitted by the UGC and may
conjoin within the suggested curriculum framework. An
allowance may be made to collaborate with
multidisciplinary institutions in proximity to explore
choice based and elective courses.

7. It is suggested that shorter periods (of about 6-8
weeks) for internships every year will benefit the
students tremendously. The internship period may
further be allowed to be broken down. 

8. The annual intake, including national and
international (over and above at 20%), may be based on
the eligibility and aptitude for the profession
(considering social, spatial and economic aspects). The
all India NATA (National Aptitude Test in Architecture)
may be discontinued and an aptitude test guided by the
CoA to be conducted by the institution at the entry into
the second year may be preferred and not mandatory.
The learning gaps required in the field e.g. Math, English
(for international students) may be provided by the
university as bridge courses. 

9. The Student-Teacher ratio and its interrelationship
may lead to the legitimacy of intake. It is suggested to
scrap the intake based admissions. The faculty-student
ratio is already specified as 1:10 and the same is
proposed by UGC for the Architecture program which 
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may be calculated on the actual strength of students
rather than intake and the FTE (full time equivalents)
may be calculated on the basis of FTE with an average of
16 hours of teaching load per week, thereby giving room
for research, academic and administrative work.

10. With regard to the NAAC requirement, CoA may
write to NAAC and emphasize M.Arch with requisite
experience to be considered in order to fulfill the criteria
of NAAC and equivalence to Ph.D.

11. The Ph.D. degree is an academic award globally,
following an outcome of research undertaken on a
specific area of inquiry by an individual, and must not be
diluted as it is a globally accepted qualification.
Individuals choosing academics by choice must have
higher academic and research achievements to be
worthy of imparting higher education. Therefore, the
criteria for a Ph.D. must be held on the basis of a flexible
cadre system that is benchmarked to academic and
research achievements as is being followed in the IITs.

12. The industry learning is fundamental in architecture
education, hence the proposed criterion by UGC is to
have a 50-50 ratio of Full-time to Visiting faculty for
Architecture/Design streams to enhance industry-
institution interactions and to bridge the gap between
academia and profession which is presently prescribed
as 75:25 by CoA.

13. Research publications and patenting in the field may
also be brought to the notice of NAAC and other
National accreditation bodies, appropriation to the
same be made by defining the domain of publication. 

CoA can fund research as an equivalent of DST in
Architecture, or an equivalent body can be established
under CoA. Specific grants can be given to enhance
research in Architecture on the basis of research
proposals submitted and duly reviewed by an appointed
technical committee for research funding by CoA.
Further, international collaboration can also be
promoted for research under the aegis of CoA. 

14. To further address the gap between education and
industry expectations, a core group may be formulated
(apart from the EC members of the Council) to closely
look at Standards of Education based on the future of
the profession. Ability and skill enhancement courses
can accommodate such learnings and should be made
mandatory in architecture education. 

15. The Institutions may engage in capacity-building
activities such as outreach programs, community
engagement and participation in multidisciplinary
events such as seminars of other professions. This will
significantly widen the role and necessity of an Architect
in the lives of the community. A task force for the same
may be formed. 

16. It is further suggested that

a. A mentor mentee institution system may be put into
practice where it can help the mentee institution to
progress. 
b. Initiate awards for faculty at the National Level by the
CoA.
c. Formulate institutional awards in various categories
for recognition and motivation.
d. Facilitate internship and placements, leading to

recognition of firms which encourage recruitment of
fresh Architects.

The recommendations mentioned above as part of the
white paper on the Future of Architecture Education in
India Post NEP 2020, are a result of rigorous and
stimulating deliberations amongst the Deans, HoD’s,
Ph.D. research scholars and faculty members from over
twenty five schools of Architecture in India. 

The white paper is hereby, submitted to the Council of
Architecture for the kind perusal and further action.
Sushant University is honored and privileged to
collaborate with the Council of Architecture and Indian
Institute of Architects (Northern Chapter) to conduct the
National Conclave on the future of Architecture
Education in India post NEP 2020, 2-3 June 2023 at the
India International Centre, New Delhi.
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