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“Cities are not merely built of stone, steel, and glass.
They are composed of footsteps and stories, of silences and aspirations.”

Cities grow where conversations take root.

There are moments when a campus becomes more than a place of
learning; it becomes a meeting ground of ideas, aspirations, and shared
purpose. Day-01 of the International Conference on Art, Architecture & Ur-
ban Studies (ICAAUS 2025) with the theme of Inclusive Environments for
Growing Cities was one such moment. The corridors resonated with con-
versation, the library with conviction, and the spaces in between with quiet
reflection. Scholars, practitioners, policymakers, and visionaries gathered
not only to speak, but to listen, to question, and to collectively imagine
more inclusive urban futures.

Prof. (Dr.) Pooja Lalit Kumar
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SOARING HiGH : A COMMITMENT To EXCELLENCE

Cities are among the most profound
expressions of human aspiration. They
embody our ambitions for progress,
innovation, and collective well-being.
Yet, as our cities expand and evolve at
an unprecedented pace, an important
question must guide our journey for-
ward: who are our cities truly designed
for? The answer to this question will
shape not only the future of urban de-
velopment but also the character of
our societies.

The first International Conference on
Art, Architecture and Urban Studies
(ICAAUS 2025) with focus on Inclusive
Environments for Growing Cities rep-
resents a meaningful step toward ad-
dressing this challenge. It creates a vital
platform where scholars, practitioners,
policymakers, and visionaries come to-
gether to reflect on the responsibilities
that accompany urban growth. Inclu-
sion, accessibility, and equity must no
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longer be peripheral considerations;
they must form the very foundation of
how we imagine and build our urban
environments.

Confluence: Dialogues on Inclusive Ur-
ban Environment beautifully captures
the spirit of the inaugural day of this
important conference. The book is not
merely a record of proceedings; it is a
reflection of ideas, perspectives, and
dialogues that emerged when diverse
minds gathered with a shared commit-
ment to shaping cities that are humane,
equitable, and resilient. Through its
pages, we withess the power of intel-
lectual exchange and the transforma-
tive potential of collaborative thinking.
At Sushant University, our guiding vi-
sion of “Soaring High" reflects a com-
mitment to excellence that is both am-
bitious and responsible. To soar high is
not only to achieve academic distinc-
tion but also to rise with purpose but



to ensure that innovation, research,
and design contribute meaningfully to
society. Initiatives such as ICAAUS em-
body this philosophy by encouraging
dialogue that bridges disciplines,
institutions, and perspectives in pursuit
of inclusive and sustainable urban fu-
tures.

| commend the ICAAUS Convener and
the entire organising team for their
dedication in conceptualising and
hosting this conference and for curat-
ing this publication that preserves the
essence of the conversations that un-
folded. Their efforts demonstrate how
academic institutions can serve as cat-
alysts for critical dialogue and progres-
sive thought.

As we turn the pages of this volume,
may it inspire us to think more deep-
ly about the environments we create
and the communities we serve. If our
cities are to truly soar in the decades
ahead, they must rise on the principles
of accessibility, inclusivity, and shared
opportunity. | hope this publication will
continue to spark conversations, inspire
new ideas, and encourage collabora-

tive efforts toward building urban envi-
ronments that enable every individual
to participate, contribute, and thrive.

Prof. (Dr) Rakesh Ranjan

Vice Chancellor
Sushant University
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SUGAMYA BHARAT : INCLUSIVE FUTURES

It is @ matter of great satisfaction to
present Confluence: Dialogues for In-
clusive Environments, a coffee table
book that emerges from the collective
intellectual and experiential engage-
ments initiated during the 1st Interna-
tional Conference on Art, Architecture
& Urban Studies (ICAAUS 2025), or-
ganized by the School of Art and Ar-
chitecture, Sushant University. This
volume extends beyond the temporal
bounds of the conference, carrying
forward its discussions into a reflective
and enduring format that invites con-
tinued engagement.

Anchored in the theme of ‘“Inclusive
Environments for Growing Cities," the
book responds to the pressing realities
of contemporary urbanization. Cities
are expanding at an unprecedented
pace, often outstripping the capacities
of planning systems and governance
structures. Within this context, the task
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is not simply to manage growth, but to
guide it with intention and responsibil-
ity. Equity, accessibility, and sustain-
ability must be treated not as supple-
mentary concerns, but as foundational
principles shaping the future of urban
environments. The ideas brought to-
gether in this volume reflect a sus-
tained engagement with these con-
cerns, offering perspectives that are
grounded in both critical inquiry and
practical application.

In alignment with national initiatives
such as the Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan
(Accessible India Campaign), this pub-
lication underscores the importance
of universal accessibility as an integral
component of inclusive development.
It advocates for a shift from com-
pliance-driven approaches to more
thoughtful and empathetic design
practices; approaches that recognize
accessibility as essential to enabling



participation, preserving dignity, and
ensuring independence for all individ-
uals.

The notion of confluence in this volume
may be understood through a quieter,
less visible analogy; that of roots be-
neath the ground. Much like root sys-
tems that remain unseen yet sustain
and stabilize the life above them, the
ideas, dialogues, and collaborations
represented here operate beneath the
surface of visible outcomes. They form
the underlying support structures that
nourish and hold together the larger
ecosystem of inclusive urban devel-
opment. Drawing from diverse voic-
es of academicians, practitioners, re-
searchers, and policymakers, this book
assembles a network of thought that,
while not always immediately appar-
ent, is fundamental to shaping resilient
and life-affirming environments. These
contributions do not claim finality;
rather, they strengthen the intellectu-
al ground from which future work can
grow.

The significance of this compilation lies
not only in the documentation of ideas

but in its ability to create continuity. It
connects present reflections with fu-
ture directions, encouraging readers to
critically engage with the material and
consider its implications within their
own contexts. In doing so, it functions
both as a repository of knowledge and
as an impetus for further exploration
and action.

| extend my sincere appreciation to
the organizing team, contributors, and
collaborators whose commitment and
effort have made this publication pos-
sible. It is my hope that Confluence will
continue to nurture meaningful dis-
course and sustained engagement,
contributing to the creation of urban
environments that are not only resilient
and adaptive, but deeply inclusive in
both spirit and practice.

Prof. (Col.) Virendra Kumar Malik
Professor Emeritus & Former Dean

School of Art and Architecture,
Sushant University
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VIKSIT BHARAT :

FounpaTioN OF SociaL COHESION

| am delighted to write this foreword
for the coffee table book Confluence:
Dialogues on Inclusive Urban Environ-
ment, which derives from the first-of-
its-kind International Conference on
Art, Architecture and Urban Studies
(ICAAUS 2025) organized by the School
of Art and Architecture, Sushant Uni-
versity. This publication reflects the
spirit of inquiry and collaboration that
defined the conference and its com-
mitment to addressing the evolving
challenges of contemporary urban en-
vironments.

The central theme of the conference -
Inclusive Environments in Growing Cit-
ies raises several critical questions for
our time. How can inclusivity shape the
future of urban transformation? In what
ways can cities empower communities
and build resilience in a rapidly chang-
ing world? How can economic growth
strengthen social cohesion rather than
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deepen inequalities? And how can
governance and technology work to-
gether to create cities that are not only
advanced but also just, accessible, and
humane? The discussions explored di-
verse yet interconnected themes such
as inclusive growth, universal accessi-
bility, heritage-led development, sus-
tainable urban futures, and commu-
nity participation. Such conversations
are particularly relevant today as India
moves forward with the vision of “Viksit
Bharat” (Developed India) by 2047,
where development must be guided
by principles of equity, responsibility,
and sustainability.

As one of the country's established
institutions in architectural education,
the School of Art and Architecture rec-
ognizes its responsibility to encourage
dialogue on critical issues such as gen-
der equity, human values, professional
ethics, and environmental steward-



ship. Under the leadership of Honble
Vice Chancellor, Sushant University,
this international conference marks an
important step in strengthening aca-
demic and professional engagement
in the fields of planning, architecture,
and design.

What further strengthens this publi-
cation is its ability to bring together di-
verse perspectives and translate com-
plex ideas into meaningful discourse.
The contributions reflect not only aca-
demic rigor but also a deep sensitivity
toward lived experiences, reminding us
that inclusivity is not merely a theoreti-
cal construct but a fundamental aspect
of everyday urban life. As cities contin-
ue to evolve, it becomes increasingly
important for professionals and insti-
tutions to adopt approaches that are
empathetic, context-responsive, and
participatory. In this regard, Confluence
stands as both a reflection and a cat-
alyst encouraging us to rethink con-
ventional practices and move towards
more equitable and human-centered
urban futures.

| hope this publication continues to in-

spire thoughtful dialogue and mean-
ingful action towards building more
inclusive urban futures.

Prof. (Dr.) Navin Piplani
Director and Dean,

School of Art and Architecture,
Sushant University
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CONFLUENCE : ESSENCE & EXPRESSION

Cities, much like rivers, are shaped by
the streams that flow into them. As the
proverb reminds us, “Many streams
make a mighty river." This book em-
bodies that philosophy. It brings to-
gether diverse voices; architects,
planners, policymakers, scholars, and
visionaries,whose ideas converged to
shape a meaningful dialogue on inclu-
sion in our rapidly growing cities.

The inaugural day of ICAAUS 2025 un-
folded as a tapestry of keynote reflec-
tions, critical debates, spontaneous
exchanges, and shared commitments.
Eminent personalities graced the oc-
casion not merely as speakers, but as
participantsin an evolving conversation
about equity, accessibility, resilience,
and belonging. What emerged was not
a singular narrative but a layered and
dynamic discourse rooted in research,
enriched by experience, and driven by
a shared responsibility towards more
equitable urban environments.
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This coffee table book does not seek to
replicate the conference proceedings
in their entirety. Instead, it captures the
essence; the pauses between argu-
ments, the expressions that accom-
panied insight, and the atmosphere
of engagement that transformed dia-
logue into possibility. Through curated
excerpts, visual documentation, and
reflective highlights, it seeks to pre-
serve the intellectual energy and hu-
man connection that defined the day.

The title Confluence symbolises more
than convergence; it represents an
alignment of intent. It reflects our in-
stitutional commitment to nurture
platforms where ideas intersect and
disciplines collaborate. Inclusion, in
this context, extends beyond physical
accessibility. It is an ethos that em-
braces diversity of thought, identity,
and lived experience. As an academic
and as Conference Convener, | believe
that meaningful urban transformation
begins with conversation critical yet



compassionate, rigorous yet reflective.
When we listen across disciplines and
differences, we begin to imagine cities
that are not only efficient but empa-
thetic; not only innovative but just.

| extend my heartfelt gratitude to the
distinguished speakers, delegates, in-
stitutional leaders, and members of the
organising team whose participation
and commitment made this gathering
possible. | offer my sincere apprecia-
tion to our Honourable Vice Chancellor,
Prof. (Dr) Rakesh Ranjan, the Registrar,
Prof. (Dr.) Sanjeev Sharma, and the then
Dean of the School of Architecture, Col.
V. K. Malik, whose encouragement and
steadfast support were instrumental in
bringing this initiative to fruition. Their
guidance and belief in this endeav-
our transformed the conference into
a true confluence of ideas, dialogue,
and shared purpose. | also acknowl-
edge with gratitude the support of the
Ministry of Social Justice and Empow-
erment, Government of India, whose
commitment to equity and inclusion
echoes the very spirit of this initiative.

May this book serve not only as doc-
umentation, but as inspiration. May it

remind us that the future of our cities
depends upon our ability to come to-
gether across boundaries and per-
spectives to imagine environments
that are inclusive in design and gener-
ous in spirit.

Prof. (Dr) Pooja Lalit Kumar

Executive Editor & Curator
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MERGING CURRENTS

‘Confluence: Dialogues on Inclusive
Urban Environment” emerged with a
shared concern that many of us have
often encountered in our work as ed-
ucators and practitioners in architec-
ture and urban studies. Cities today are
expanding at an extraordinary pace.
Technological innovation, infrastructur-
al growth, and new urban aspirations
promise opportunity and progress. Yet,
alongside this transformation, we con-
tinue to witness barriers physical, so-
cial, and systemic that limit the ability
of many individuals to fully participate
in urban life.

These reflections, shaped by our own
experiences of teaching, research, and
practice, gradually evolved into the
idea of Confluence. For us, it was not
just an academic concept but a re-
sponse to an urgent need. We felt there
was a need for a platform where con-
versations about cities could move be-
yond isolated disciplinary perspectives
and engage more deeply with the idea
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of inclusive urban environments. This
vision took shape through the Interna-
tional Conference on Art, Architecture
and Urban Studies (ICAAUS), organised
and hosted by the School of Art and Ar-
chitecture at Sushant University. When
the team first began conceptualising
the conference, the intention was not
simply to organise another academic
event. Rather, to initiate a dialogue one
that would bring together architects,
planners, policymakers, researchers,
and practitioners who are all, in differ-
ent ways, engaged with the evolving
realities of our cities.

The word “Confluence” felt particular-
ly meaningful in this context. It evokes
the image of rivers meeting, distinct
currents merging to form something
stronger and more expansive. In many
ways, this is how we view the challenge
of creating inclusive urban environ-
ments. No single discipline holds all
the answers. Architects shape spatial
experiences, planners structure urban



systems, policymakers frame regulato-
ry environments, and researchers bring
critical insights into social realities. The
conference therefore sought to en-
courage conversations that moved
across disciplinary boundaries and al-
lowed new ideas, collaborations, and
perspectives to emerge.

What unfolded during the conference
was both inspiring and thought provok-
ing. Participants brought with them di-
verse perspectives shaped by theirown
contexts and practices. Some spoke
through theoretical frameworks, others
through case studies and lived expe-
riences of working with communities
and institutions. Yet across these varied
discussions, there was a shared recog-
nition that the question of inclusivity in
cities is both complex and deeply hu-
man. As editors, we were struck by the
richness of these exchanges and by the
collective willingness to rethink how
cities can be designed and governed
in ways that respond more sensitively
to human diversity. This book emerged
from that moment of shared dialogue.
However, our intention in compiling this
volume was never simply to produce
a record of conference proceedings.
Conferences often capture important
ideas, but they can also be fleeting.
What we hoped to preserve was the

spirit of the conversations that unfold-
ed during ICAAUS - The curiosity, the
critical questioning, and the commit-
ment to imagining more inclusive ur-
ban futures. The chapters included in
this book therefore reflect not only the
scholarship presented at the confer-
ence but also the broader concerns
and aspirations that shaped those dis-
cussions.As editors, we view this book
not as the conclusion of a conversation
but as its continuation. Inclusive ur-
banism is not a destination that can be
achieved through a single intervention
or policy framework. It is an evolving
process, one that requires continuous
dialogue, reflection, and collaboration
across disciplines. Through Conflu-
ence: Dialogues on Inclusive Urban
Environment, we hope to contribute
to this ongoing conversation. More im-
portantly, we hope the ideas present-
ed here encourage students, scholars,
practitioners, and policymakers alike to
imagine cities where accessibility, eg-
uity, and inclusion are not treated as af-
terthoughts, but as fundamental prin-
ciples shaping the urban environments
of the future.

Dr. Purva Mujumdar
Prerana Hazarika

Authors & Editors
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Cities are growing visibly and are
changing rapidly. Skylines are rising,
infrastructure is expanding, and invest-
ments are transforming entire urban
areas. Yet, this progress raises an im-
portant question: Who are we actually
building our cities for? While growth
is often seen as a sign of success, it
demands a closer look at fairness, ac-
cess, and representationThe Interna-
tional Conference on Art, Architecture
and Urban Studies (ICAAUS), centered
on the theme, Inclusive Environment in
Growing Cities (IEGC), was conceived
as a platform to address this urgent
global priority.

The discussions repeatedly highlight-
ed this key issue, framing inclusivity
not just as a goal but as a basic duty
that should guide planning, design,
and governance from the beginning.
There was a focus on how everyday
urban systems, like streets, public
transport, housing types, institutional
buildings, and digital services can un-
intentionally leave some people out.
Exclusion often happens subtly, root-
ed in standards, designs, technologies,
and policies that favor efficiency over
fairness. Therefore, barrier free access,
safe mobility, and easy communication
were positioned as essential parts of a
fair and functional city, not just “nice to
have" features.



Among the most profound moments
of the day was a personal story from
a parent in the community. A parent
from the community shared her lived
experience of raising a daughter who
uses a wheelchair. Her words shifted
the conversation from theory to reality,
from guidelines to lived truth. Sudden-
ly, inclusivity was no longer an abstract
concept : It was personal. Her story
shifted the focus to the real experi-
ences of navigating the city as both a
caregiver and a child seeking indepen-
dence and dignity. Her account high-
lighted how poor urban infrastructure
turns routine tasks into complicated
challenges. Poorly designed streets,
uneven pavements, and the absence
of ramps transforms routine tasks into
exhausting efforts. Public spaces in-
tended to be for all, such as shopping
malls, parks and recreational areas,
often lack adequate room to maneu-
ver or basic accessible features. These
oversights, though seemingly minor,
where children with disabilities do not
merely face inconvenience, they expe-
rience exclusion.

Her testimony illuminated a quiet truth
that exclusion is not always dramatic or
obvious, it lives in the ordinary details
of design. A missing ramp, a narrow
doorway, or a discontinuous pathway;
each becomes a silent reminder that




the built environment does not fully
recognize different bodies and abilities.
Beyond physical barriers, such spaces
can weaken the sense of belonging,
suggesting that accessibility is an af-
terthought rather than a fundamental
right. This personal narrative empha-
sized the larger discourse on inclusive
cities. Accessibility is not solely a tech-
nical provision, it is about dignity, partic-
ipation, and fairness. Placing inclusivity
at the core of planning and design is
not optional. It is essential for creating
cities that truly serve everyone.

A student installation was also a part of
the conference, adding a hands on and

000000
[ Jelele] el
[ Jefelel ]
[ el JeJeX ]
[ Jelel Y Yol
000000
000000
(Jelel T X ]
[ ZJelel JoX ]
[ Jelel Yol ]

experiential aspect to its exploration of
inclusive environments. Titled Haatho
Se Pehchan, the project was devel-
oped by Bachelor of Fine Arts students.
It looked into themes of touch, mate-
riality, and bodily expression through
a series of collaboratively created clay
tiles. The installation featured tiles im-
printed with hand marks, facial impres-
sions, and gentle gestures pressed di-
rectly into the clay. A key goal of Haatho
Se Pehchan was to make art more than
just a visual experience. By inviting
viewers to touch and interact physical-
ly with the tiles, the installation chal-
lenged traditional rules about handling
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artworks. For many, the shape of a palm
or the imprint of a cheek became a
source of recognition and empathy, re-
inforcing the idea that art can be felt as
well as seen. The collaborative process
added further depth to the installation's
meaning. Each student contributed a
unique imprint, yet together these ges-
tures formed a shared record of human
presence. This blend of individuality
and togetherness reflected principles
of inclusivity and participation. Situated
within the ICAAUS framework, the in-
stallation supported the conference's
focus on community based and experi-
ential practices, showing how hands on

interaction and collaborative creation
can broaden the ways art is produced
and perceived.

A Nukkad Naatak introduced a the-
atrical dimension to the conference,
adding a powerful performative layer
to the exploration of inclusive environ-
ments. Titled “Aaina: Inclusivity Ki Peh-
chaan,” the street theatre performance
reflected on the meaning of inclusivity
through a socially engaged narrative.
Using the metaphor of a mirror, the
play encouraged audiences to con-
front how societal attitudes continue to
marginalize individuals, even in a time
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marked by legal reforms and institu-
tional progress. The performance un-
folded through three interconnected
scenes that illustrated lived experienc-
es of exclusion. They first depicted the
emotional and social challenges faced
by an acid attack survivor navigating
stigma and prejudice in public spaces.

The second focused on a young indi-
vidual subjected to ridicule and mis-
understanding for gender expression,
highlighting the pressures imposed
by rigid social expectations. The final
scene explored the internal struggle
of an adolescent grappling with body
image and the search for self-accep-
tance in a judgmental environment.
Together, these narratives revealed
how exclusion operates subtly yet per-
sistently in everyday social life. Draw-
ing upon the traditional form of street
theatre, the performance incorporated
chorus, rhythm, and direct engage-
ment with the audience. Beyond its
dramatic presentation, Aaina: Inclusiv-
ity Ki Pehchaan emphasized that inclu-
sivity cannot be realized through policy
statements alone. Meaningful inclu-
sion requires a deeper transformation
in social attitudes, empathy, and every-
day behavior. By presenting narratives
rooted in lived experience, the perfor-
mance invited audiences to question



ingrained biases and to recognize in-
clusivity as a collective responsibili-
ty. In doing so, the naatak echoed the
broader conference message that cre-
ating inclusive environments demands
not only institutional change but also a
conscious cultural shift toward a soci-
ety grounded in dignity, respect, and
equality for all.

Riwayat, the Publication Society of the
School of Art and Architecture curated
an engaging exhibition that brought
together creative and critical works of
students. The showcase reflected the
society's vision of making academic
expression more accessible, while giv-
ing a platform to ideas that question,
provoke, and inspire. The highlight of
the exhibition was a unique living info-
graphic. It engaged viewers by posing
a core question: How social are our so-
cial spaces?

The exhibit went beyond convention-
al visual representation, encouraging
participants to reflect on how people
occupy, share, and experience spaces
in everyday life. By visualizing patterns
of social interactions, inclusions, and
exclusions within built environments,
the infographic became both an inqui-
ry and a mirror of spatial realities.




The discussions that followed high-
lighted that while national initiatives
and global development agendas offer
important frameworks, their real val-
ue comes from effective implementa-
tion. The focus consistently returned
to putting principles into action, ensur-
ing enforcement, accountability, and,
most importantly, being responsive to
people's experiences instead of relying
only on policy statements. Inclusion
was described in broad terms, going
well beyond physical accessibility. It
includes economic fairness, planning
that considers gender, acknowledg-
ment of social diversity, and fair access
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to technology. The dialogue pointed
out that universal design, participatory
planning, and community based resil-
ience are practical ways to create inclu-
sive urban environments. These meth-
ods stress the importance of empathy
and understanding the specific context
in planning and design. The overall
sentiment was clear. urban develop-
ment must benefit real people across
differences in age, ability, income, and
identity. Ultimately, the future of cities
will depend not just on how much they
grow, but on how well they create envi-
ronments that are fair, responsive, and
fundamentally human.
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Gurugram represents rapid growth, up-
ward expansion, and social-economic
differences. In such settings, the word
‘IF" becomes a term of possibilities,
inviting us to rethink architectural and
urban practices beyond traditional lim-
its. Yet, discussions about urban issues
often stay on the drawing board. Pro-
fessional talks usually focus on looks,
shape, and feedback from others, rath-
er than on real-life experiences. This
shows what could be seen as a cultural
shortcoming. The saying “culture eats
strategy for breakfast” highlights that
societal attitudes often overshadow
good intentions.

Work from initiatives like the Lab of
Inclusive Design at IIT Roorkee shows
the range of inclusive research. The
focus areas include assistive technol-
ogies, information systems design,
health and wellbeing, public spaces,
rural innovation, education, mobility,
and sanitation. Massive Open Online
Courses (MOOCs) created in this field
help spread knowledge about inclusive
practices. Accessibility is recognized as
a basic right. However, poverty and un-
even economic distribution still shape
urban life. With a population over 1.42

billion, designing for diversity is essen-
tial. “One size fits all" solutions do not
work in a society marked by inequality.
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REAL ESTATE, GROWTH
& URBAN
CONTRADICTIONS

The rapid urbanization of cities such
as Chennai and Gurugram reveals
stark contrasts - luxury developments
alongside informal settlements, high
rise towers casting shadows over com-
munities deprived of sunlight and open
space. Tiny cubicles labeled as eco-
nomic housing raise concerns regard-
ing dignity and practicality.

The distinction between growth and
development is critical. While econom-
ic expansion appears unstoppable, de-
velopment must be evaluated through
the lenses of shelter, mobility, health-
care, recreation, and equitable access.
The shifting population pyramid with
a declining youth base and increasing
elderly population demands sensitive
and adaptive planning.



Contemporary urban life is shaped by
immediacy. Ten-minute deliveries, al-
gorithm-driven services, and heavy
reliance on technology reflect a cul-
ture focused on speed. This quick pace
often brings social and environmental
costs. Service providers feel increasing
pressure, and anxiety in cities grows.
Cities might be judged not by their
fastest services but by the wellbeing of
their most vulnerable members. Safe
access to schools, walkable neighbor-
hoods, and inclusive public spaces are
signs of a healthy urban environment.
The “fast food" metaphor applies be-
yond food to lifestyles that value con-
venience over quality.

Global platforms like the World Eco-
nomic Forum and the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals focus on inclusivity.
National initiatives, such as accessible
public streets and kerb free pathways,
show a commitment to this goal. Inter-
national examples, including acces-
sible sky bridges and universally de-
signed libraries, demonstrate how to
incorporate inclusivity effectively.

On the other hand, well-known build-
ings that do not provide universal ac-
cess reveal ongoing issues. The Pre-

amble of the Constitution establishes
equality and justice. Still, access is
not equal, especially for economically
weaker groups and people with disabil-
ities. Empathy and democracy should
connect in architectural practice.
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RETHINKING PROFESSIONAL RELEVANCE

Concerns about the decline of the pro-
fession often miss an important point.
Architecture often does not consider
those who cannot pay for professional
services. Design outcomes are greatly
influenced by investments and market
forces, while users have little say. Un-
like consumer goods, buildings do not
come with a return policy if they do not
meet human needs.

In a time influenced by artificial intel-
ligence, architects must focus on de-
signing in a way that is inclusive, ethi-
cal, and context-sensitive. The future of
urban areas relies on combining tech-
nology, policy, enforcement, and struc-
tural implementation to create envi-
ronments that support people instead
of hindering them. India's urban story
is one of coexistence. It features slums
and skyscrapers, speed and exclusion,
aspiration and inequality. Planning for
the future requires inclusive develop-
ment strategies, not just intuitive ones.
We must see diversity as a strength, not

a hassle. The key question is whether
current urban systems allow for par-
ticipation and dignity for everyone, or
if they continue to promote exclusion.
The answer will shape whether growth
leads to true development.

00O@000
0OCee00

[ele] o Yol
(JIXX Y]
00@000
e]e] TeJele]

CONFLUENCE DIALOGUES ON INCLUSIVE URBAN ENVIRONMENT

000000 000000
OC00000O 000000 C
®0000C® 000000
®0000C® 000000
[eX I I Y YelreYeYoleJele)
000000 000000
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REIMAGINING INCLUSIVITY IN CITIES: BEYOND PoLicy
AND DESIGN




Inclusivity in cities should focus on the
needs of everyday users. It is not just
about meeting technical requirements
or following rules. It includes values like
dignity, independence, and areal sense
of belonging. Urban spaces should en-
able everyone to join in community
activities, regardless of their physical,
cognitive, or sensory differences.

Everyday places, like public restrooms
that are only for men and women,
show flaws in inclusive thinking. This is
especially true for caregivers who as-
sist children while trying to maintain
dignity. Designing specialized health-
care spaces illustrates how difficult it
can be to find professionals who un-
derstand the unique needs of users.
Inclusion isn’t only about physical ac-
cess. It's also about creating spaces
that respect various human conditions.
Invisible disabilities, lack of awareness,
and social stigma continue to isolate
individuals and families.

The absence of play areas, recreation-
al facilities, and community support
for neurodiverse individuals highlights
how exclusion quietly and deeply af-
fects cities.
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RETHINKING EVERYDAY EXCLUSION

. SCHOOL OF ART AND ARCHITECTURE, SUSHANT UNIVERSITY

A powerful perspective has emerged:
Exclusion is everywhere. Students car-
ry heavy schoolbags, citizens cope
with poor infrastructure, and commu-
nities deal with strict cultural demands.
These issues show a common discom-
fort. Societal expectations often lead
people to accept environments that
hurt their wellbeing. Tragic events re-
lated to feelings of isolation underline
the urgent need for awareness and ac-
ceptance.
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The future of inclusivity must tackle
the increasing overlaps between urban
and rural areas. Villages try to imitate
cities but still experience exclusion
from urban planning. Exclusion typical-
ly begins at the planning stage, where
zoning, setbacks, and rules determine
who belongs. Informal settlements and
urban villages serve as economic buf-
fers, yet they are still left out of official
plans.
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FRoM PoLicy 10 PRACTICE -TOWARDS INCLUSIVE

FUTURES

While there are policies and guide-
lines about accessibility, implementa-
tion is still lacking. Knowledge of local
planning processes is limited. Pedes-
trianization or inclusive design often
becomes just a checklist item instead
of a real goal. Inclusivity is not merely
a design problem:it also involves gov-
ernance, education, affordability, and
social attitudes. The roles of educa-
tors, students, and practitioners extend
beyond following rules; they should

also focus on innovation. Accessibility
should not be viewed as an expensive
add-on or an afterthought; it needs to
be seen as a basic right.

Cities must push beyond practical lim-
its and encourage imagination, fair-
ness, and responsibility. Creating in-
clusive urban futures requires a strong
commitment to ensure that no person,
community, or situation is overlooked
in the design process.
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TECHNOLOGY, ASPIRATION, AND THE PARADOX OF
PROGRESS
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Conference on
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Inclusive growth requires innovation
and governance to evolve together.
We need to ensure that technolog-
ical progress does not marginalize
vulnerable communities. The story of
aspiration, seen in the discipline and
determination of competitive sports,
reflects the greater goals of a rapidly
modernizing nation.

However, we must examine progress
critically. Everyday experiences show
that systemic exclusions exist in our
current infrastructure. For example,
the shift to touchscreen payment sys-
tems has created barriers for visually
impaired users. Although digital trans-
formation represents a significant step
forward for the country, a lack of fo-
cus on accessibility risks leaving out
a large part of the population. Earlier
design strategies, like varying the sizes
of currency notes for tactile identifica-
tion, show that thoughtful innovation
can empower people instead of alien-
ating them.

The question is whether digital chang-
es have maintained the same princi-
ples of inclusivity.

MOBILITY, INFRA-
STRUCTURE, AND THE
ACCESSIBILITY GAP

Urban mobility systems show clear
problems in implementation. Public
buses that only slow down at stops
without ensuring safe boarding leave
out people with disabilities. Pavements
are often poorly designed, tactile in-
dicators are inconsistent, and building
complexes are hard to navigate.

Accessibility measures often serve
as symbols instead of providing real
help. Some systems have taken a more
complete approach. The Delhi Metro,
forinstance, combines tactile guidance
with human assistance, highlighting
the need for layered accessibility. App-
based transport services have also
provided more mobility options for vi-
sually impaired users by offering easier
payment methods and more indepen-
dence. However, these isolated suc-
cesses do not make up for the larger
issues in infrastructure across streets,
buildings, and public institutions.
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(0VERNANCE, PERCEPTION, AND THE NEED FOR

Conscious DESIGN

Persistent misconceptions depict peo-
ple with disabilities as lacking techno-
logical skills, even though many skilled
professionals exist in various fields.

Government websites, policy portals,
and even sites focused on disability ad-
vocacy often do not meet accessibility
standards. These gaps show the divide
between what laws aim to achieve and
what really happens. Inclusive gover-
nance needs to change how we see
disability. It should be recognized as
part of shared citizenship. Accessibility
should be integrated during the design
phase instead of added later. Projects
that claim to be disability-friendly, like
railway stations with Braille and tactile
markings, often miss the mark because
of poor upkeep, awkward designs, or
insufficient user feedback.

Thoughtful design requires engaging
with real users and ongoing commit-
ment from all parties involved. Inclu-
sive growth will remain an unreachable

goal unless governance structures,
technology, and design approaches
work together to create spaces that al-
low everyone to participate fully.
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CITIZEN AWARENESS AND THE IMPLEMENTATION GAP
IN INCLUSIVE URBANISM




FROM LEGISLATION TO LIVED REALITY

The translation of policy into practice
remains one of the biggest challenges
in promoting inclusive urban develop-
ment. While there are laws that address
accessibility and universal design, im-
plementation often falls short due to
low public awareness and disjointed
administrative processes. When poli-
cies move from central to state and lo-
cal levels, gaps in coordination weaken
the original intent. Inclusivity often be-
comes theoretical, reduced to check-
lists instead of driving real change.

Universal Design, when viewed as a
basic principle rather than an added
feature, benefits all users. Ramps, ac-
cessible circulation systems, and gen-
der-neutral facilities serve a wider pop-
ulation beyond those with disabilities.
However, a common tendency to de-
sign for the “able-bodied male" contin-
ues to influence infrastructure, leaving
out diverse user groups. Disparate de-
velopment plans, fewer child-friendly
environments, and decreased pedes-

trian safety show systemic neglect.
Professionals in architecture and plan-
ning are often left out of early policy
discussions, yet they face the effects of
poor execution.
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URBAN MoBILITY,
SAFETY, AND SOCIAL
INCLUSION

. SCHOOL OF ART AND ARCHITECTURE, SUSHANT UNIVERSITY

Urban streets show deeper struc-
tural biases. Pedestrians are often
overlooked in planning, while vehicle
movement takes priority in design.
Poorly planned roads, lack of walk-
able areas, and limited use of public
transport worsen exclusion. Women's
work patterns are affected by transport
routes, and the lack of safe, accessible
public spaces limits involvement in civ-
ic life. Surveillance technologies do not
guarantee safety on their own. Inclu-
sive planning requires involving wom-
en, people with disabilities, and mar-
ginalized groups in decision-making.
Invisible disabilities highlight the gaps
in awareness. Accessibility issues in
buildings, such as lift access and dig-
ital platforms, emphasize the need for
sensitivity and accountability. Although
there are penalties for not following the
rules, uniform enforcement of these
penalties is lacking. Ignoring pedestri-
an needs in economic metrics further
marginalizes those who don't use cars.
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EDUCATION, ENFORCEMENT, AND COMMUNITY

OWNERSHIP

Embedding inclusivity requires chang-
es in education, governance, and com-
munity engagement. Teaching disabil-
ity law, design principles for mobility,
and accessibility codes in academic
programs can improve professional
skills.

Advocacy and sensitivity training are
equally important to build empathy in
design. Enforcing existing regulations
more strictly, along with grassroots
participation, can close implementa-
tion gaps. Streets, like buildings, must
follow accessibility standards. This is
especially important since many dis-
abilities result from road-related in-
cidents.Reclaiming public spaces for
pedestrians, encouraging communi-
ty ownership, and promoting mobility
systems focused on people are vital
steps towards inclusive growth.

Inclusivity suffers not just from policy
gaps but also from changing societal
aspirations and deep-rooted cultural

exclusions. Tackling these issues re-
quire coordinated efforts across gov-
ernance, professional practice, and
community awareness to make sure in-
clusive urbanism leads to real change,
not just talk.
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The discussions at the conference
highlighted an important truth: urban
growth without inclusion makes in-
equality worse. Throughout keynote
speeches and panel conversations, a
common theme emerged. Cities are
not just physical structures made of
glass, steel, and roads; they are plac-
es shaped by the daily experiences of
people.

As cities expand and digital systems
grow, a key question remains: who
benefits from these changes? The
talks questioned the common belief
that development equals econom-
ic growth. Participants argued that
growth should not be measured solely
by investment, density, or technology.
Instead, we should think about devel-
opment in terms of dignity, accessibili-
ty, and participation. Framing inclusivi-
ty as a responsibility rather than a goal
changed the conversation from mere
symbolism to a genuine commitment.
Accessible roads, safe transportation,
fair housing, and inclusive digital plat-
forms are foundational to urban justice,
not just optional add ons.

A major issue brought up was the dis-
connect between policy and practice.

000000
X I T Y Yl
[ Jelel JeoX ]
[ Jelel JeoX ]
Cee000
000000
000000
(o] JefeJeX ]
[ ZJelel JoX ]
[ Jelel T 1 ]
ceeeCe®
000000



National policies and global initiatives
guide us, but actual implementation
can be inconsistent. Inclusivity often
fades during execution, becoming just
a list of compliance requirements rath-
er than a core part of the design. The
discussions pointed out that exclusion
frequently starts quietly through zon-
ing laws, infrastructure choices, tech-
nology access, and economic models
that favor efficiency over fairness. The
lack of representation for certain user
groups in planning shows deeper bias-
es that need to be actively addressed.

Governance and innovation are key to
closing these gaps. While technology
can change environments dramatically,
it can unintentionally leave people out
if accessibility is not built into the de-
sign from the start. The paradox of dig-
ital growth emphasizes the importance
of inclusive design thinking across ser-
vices and infrastructure. Examples of
accessible transportation and public
areas showed that realinclusion is pos-
sible when policy goals match careful
planning and user involvement.Cul-
tural attitudes and societal awareness
were also important topics. Inclusion is
not just about physical design; it also
involves economic fairness, gender

sensitivity, disability rights, and social
diversity. Urban systems should view
vulnerability as a normal condition
in diverse populations. Recognizing
that exclusion impacts various groups
across age, income, ability, and loca-
tion shifted the conversation from in-
dividual solutions to broader systemic
change.

The conversations pushed for deep-
er professional reflection. Architec-
ture and planning cannot stay limited
to formal experiments or solely busi-
ness-driven projects. In a world influ-
enced by artificial intelligence and fast
urban growth, design fields must fo-
cus on empathy, context, and ethical
responsibility. Prioritizing the needs of
underrepresented groups in the mar-
ket should be a core part of the profes-
sion’'s mission.

In conclusion, the conference stressed
that building inclusive urban futures
requires coordinated efforts across
government, education, professional
practice, and community involvement.
Cities should be judged not just by how
quickly they deliver services or how
tall their buildings are, but by how well
they support participation and dignity
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SCHOOL OF ART AND ARCHITECTURE, SUSHANT UNIVERSITY n—

for all residents. The overall message
is clear. We cannot delay inclusion in
the development process. It must be
integrated from the start within policy,
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design, and execution so that growth
becomes equitable and humane prog-
ress rather than just expansion.
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. SCHOOL OF ART AND ARCHITECTURE, SUSHANT UNIVERSITY

PooJA LALIT KUMAR
CONVENER

A

The journey of ICAAUS began with a
quiet discomfort, one that grew grad-
ually over years of teaching, practice,
and engagement with the built envi-
ronment.
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In academic studios and profession-
al forums alike, | often heard the word
inclusive invoked with confidence. It
appeared in policies, proposals, and
presentations with reassuring frequen-
cy. Yet, somewhere between articula-
tion and implementation, the meaning
seemed to blur. Inclusion, | began to
realise, had slowly become a com-
fortable word, sometimes even a dec-
orative one. Many environments we
described as inclusive continued to
function within systems that were, con-
sciously or unconsciously, exclusive.

It was within this unease that the idea
of ICAAUS first began to take shape.

For me, accessibility has never been
merely a technical checklist or a reg-
ulatory obligation. It is, fundamentally,
a responsibility. A responsibility to an-
ticipate difference. A responsibility to
design for dignity. A responsibility to
recognise that the built environment
carries quiet but profound power it
can invite participation, or it can invis-
ibly deny it. When cities expand with-
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out this ethical grounding, growth risks
amplifying disparity rather than bridg-
ing it.

The vision for ICAAUS 2025, centred
on Inclusive Environments for Growing
Cities, emerged from a desire to shift
the conversation from accessibility as
compliance to accessibility as collec-
tive accountability. | hoped to create
a platform where architects, plan-
ners, policymakers, scholars, and so-
cial thinkers could come together not
simply to present ideas, but to ques-
tion assumptions and re-examine the
depth and sincerity of our commitment
to inclusion. The journey from idea to
reality was both demanding and deep-
ly rewarding. Like most meaningful en-
deavours, it evolved through dialogue,
collaboration, and perseverance. The
organising team carried this vision
forward with remarkable dedication
working quietly behind the scenes,
often beyond visible hours, united by
the shared aspiration of making this
platform genuinely accessible in spirit
and intent. Together, we sought to cre-
ate a space where conversations could
move freely across disciplinary bound-
aries and where new perspectives
could emerge.

In many ways, ICAAUS 2025 itself be-
came a reflection of the very princi-
ples it sought to explore: dialogue,
openness, and collective engagement.
What began as a thought gradually
transformed into a shared intellectu-
al landscape, where ideas met, ques-
tioned one another, and moved for-
ward together.

As these conversations continue to un-
fold, one conviction remains clear in my
mind: inclusion is not an act of gener-
osity; it is an obligation. And accessibil-
ity is not a choice; it is our responsibility
in shaping cities that are equitable, hu-
mane, just and truly open to all.
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SHANU AGARWAL
CO-CONVENER

e SCHOOL OF ART AND ARCHITECTURE, SUSHANT UNIVERSITY maa—

‘Serving as the Co-Convenor of the
International Conference on Art, Archi-
tecture and Urban Studies (ICAAUS)
has been an immensely enriching and
insightful journey. The process of con-
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ceptualizing, planning, and executing
the conference provided an opportuni-
ty to engage deeply with the evolving
discourse on accessibility, inclusivity,
and universal design within the built
environment.

One of the most valuable aspects of
this experience was the opportunity
to interact with a wide range of stake-
holders working towards inclusive and
accessible urban environments. En-
gaging with officials from the Depart-
ment of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (DEPwD) during the process
of applying for the conference grant
offered important insights into national
priorities, policy frameworks, and the
institutional support systems that are
shaping accessibility initiatives in India.
These interactions strengthened the
understanding of how academic efforts
can align with governmental goals to
promote inclusive development.

The conference preparation also cre-
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ated meaningful opportunities to con-
nect with professionals from industry,
researchers, practitioners, and advo-
cates who are actively working in the
field of accessible design and inclu-
sive urbanism. These conversations
highlighted the interdisciplinary nature
of accessibility and reinforced the im-
portance of collaboration between ac-
ademia, practice, government bodies,
and civil society:.

Being closely involved in identifying
and coordinating keynote speakers
was another significant learning expe-
rience. It allowed careful consideration
of voices that could bring diverse per-
spectives and global insights to the
conference. In addition, reviewing ab-
stracts and chapters submitted under
various themes provided exposure to
a wide range of emerging research,
innovative design strategies, and case
studies addressing accessibility across
architectural and urban contexts.

Participating in the numerous meetings
and discussions that shaped the con-
ference also offered valuable insights
into the collaborative effort required
to organize an international academic
platform. Overall, the experience has

been intellectually rewarding and pro-
fessionally enriching, reaffirming the
critical role of dialogue, research, and
shared knowledge in advancing inclu-
sive and accessible environments”
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RiA KAPOOR:
CO-CONVENER

Serving as the Co-Convenor of ICAAUS
2025 has been a significant academ-
ic and professional responsibility. As
a strong advocate of inclusive design
and equitable spatial practices, | found
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the journey from conceptualisation to
planning and final execution both in-
tellectually rigorous and deeply mean-
ingful. From the initial stages, the intent
was to position inclusion as a funda-
mental design ethic rather than a sup-
plementary concern.

The thematic framework of the con-
ference was carefully aligned with na-
tional mandates such as the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 and
international commitments includ-
ing Sustainable Development Goal 11,
which emphasises inclusive and sus-
tainable cities. This alignment ensured
that the deliberations were grounded
in both policy relevance and contem-
porary urban realities.

The conference brought together
scholars, practitioners, and research-
ers from across the country who pre-
sented diverse and evidence-based
work. Discussions on accessible mo-
bility systems, gender-responsive pub-
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lic spaces, child-friendly neighbour-
hoods, and adaptive reuse of heritage
environments reflected the expanding
scope of inclusive design within archi-
tecture and urban planning. The depth
of research and field engagement
shared by the speakers reinforced the
idea that inclusion is increasingly em-
bedded in professional discourse and
practice.

What | found most encouraging was
the collective seriousness with which
participants engaged with the subject.
The exchange of ideas demonstrated
that inclusive design is gradually be-
coming intrinsic to our way of thinking
and working. ICAAUS 2025 was not
merely an academic event, but a reaf-
firmation that inclusive spaces are es-
sential to building just, responsive, and
sustainable cities for the future.
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DEEPAK KUMAR:
TREASURER

SCHOOL OF ART AND ARCHITECTURE, SUSHANT UNIVERSITY

Serving as Treasurer for the Interna-
tional Conference on Art, Architecture,
and Urban Studies (ICAAUS 2025), con-
ducted from 17-19 September 2025 at
Sushant University, was a significant
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professional responsibility that de-
manded careful financial stewardship
and strategic coordination.

Entrusted with overseeing the fiscal
management of an international aca-
demic platform centered on the theme
‘Inclusive Environments for Growing
Cities," | was responsible for budget-
ing, fund allocation, compliance, and
financial reporting. The role required
precision, accountability, and proactive
problem-solving to ensure that finan-
cial resources were optimally utilized
throughout the three-day conference.

The successful execution of the con-
ference was the result of strong syner-
gy within the core organizing commit-
tee. | worked in close coordination with
the convenor, Prof. Pooja Lalit Kumar,
under the mentorship and guidance of
Dean Col. V. K. Malik. This collaborative
framework ensured that all financial de-
cisions aligned with institutional norms
and upheld the professional standards
of the School of Art and Architecture.



Continuous consultation and transpar-
ent processes enabled us to efficiently
manage expenditures while accom-
modating the dynamic requirements
of hosting international speakers, aca-
demicians, and delegates.

Beyond financial management, con-
tributing as an editor for one of the con-
ference volumes further enriched my
involvement in the academic dimen-
sion of ICAAUS 2025, This dual respon-
sibility strengthened my understand-
ing of both administrative and scholarly
aspects of conference organization.
The collective commitment, integrity,
and perseverance demonstrated by
the organizing team and student vol-
unteers were instrumental in delivering
a seamless event. The appreciation ex-
tended by the vice chancellor, director
of human resources, accounts and fi-
nance officer, and the dean'’s office was
both encouraging and reaffirming.
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. SCHOOL OF ART AND ARCHITECTURE, SUSHANT UNIVERSITY

KEERTI MISHRA:
GRAPHICS HEAD

Serving as the Graphics Head and
Editor for one of the conference vol-
umes for the International Conference
on Art, Architecture, and Urban Stud-
ies (ICAAUS 2025), hosted at Sushant

000000
[eJeleTeJe] ]
[elelefefeY ]
[elelefefeY ]
o00000
000000
000000
[ Jelel X Yol
[ el JeJeoX ]
[ JeI TeJel ]

University, was less about balancing
spreadsheets and more about balanc-
ing fonts, formats, feelings and the oc-
casional last-minute PDF panic. While
others kept an eye on budgets and
logistics, | kept a hawk's eye on mar-
gins, mood boards, and the mysterious
ways in which images shift by 0.2 mm
right before printing.

Entrusted with shaping the visual and
editorial identity of a conference cen-
tred on ‘“Inclusive Environments for
Growing Cities," | found myself design.
My role demanded equal parts creativ-
ity and composure: ensuring design
consistency, maintaining editorial ac-
curacy, coordinating with authors for
revisions, and persuading PowerPoint
slides everywhere to align graceful-
ly. Working closely with the convenor,
Prof. Pooja Lalit Kumar, and under the
encouraging guidance of Col. V. K. Ma-
lik, I navigated the vibrant intersection
of academic rigour and aesthetic sto-
rytelling.
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Also, as Editor for one of the conference
volumes, my desk became a cross-
roads of disciplines urban theorists,
policy researchers, architects, and de-
signers all converging into a cohesive
manuscript. My task was to preserve
that individuality while harmonising
tone, structure, and formatting. There is
something profoundly satisfying about
watching scattered documents evolve
into a polished, ISBN-ready volume
that reflects both scholarship and de-
sign integrity.

What made the journey truly memora-
ble was the synergy of the organising
team and the infectious enthusiasm of
student volunteers. The appreciation
extended by the university leadership
and administrative offices was both
humbling and affirming it reminded me
that design and editorial work, though
often behind the scenes, are central to
shaping institutional identity. As | look
ahead, | carry forward a renewed con-
fidence in crafting publications that are
not only academically sound but visu-
ally engaging.
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PURVA MUJUMDAR:
PUBLICATION HEAD

. SCHOOL OF ART AND ARCHITECTURE, SUSHANT UNIVERSITY

Serving as the Publication Head for
ICAAUS 2025 was both an honour and
a transformative professional experi-
ence. Hosted at the School of Art and
Architecture, Sushant University, the
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conference brought together schol-
ars, industry practitioners, and thought
leaders to deliberate on inclusive envi-
ronments in growing cities.

My most intensive engagement un-
folded through the Publication Com-
mittee. The responsibility extended
far beyond documentation; it involved
shaping the intellectual record of the
conference. From reviewing abstracts
and full-length papers to curating and
structuring the Book of Abstracts, |
gained first-hand exposure to the in-
tricacies of academic publishing. Each
submission required careful evaluation,
balancing thematic relevance, scholar-
ly rigor, and clarity of communication.

Coordinating timelines, corresponding
with authors, standardizing templates,
and ensuring consistency across sub-
missions sharpened my organizational
discipline and attention to detail. The
process deepened my understanding
of how research is framed, presented,
and preserved within academic dis-



course. It also reaffirmed the impor-
tance of publication as a bridge be-
tween ideas and impact.

ICAAUS 2025 has contributed signifi-
cantly to my growth as an educator
and researcher. It not only enhanced
my editorial and leadership skills but
also reinforced my commitment to
fostering platforms that encourage
meaningful dialogue and scholarly ex-
change. The journey was demanding,
enriching, and profoundly fulfilling.
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. SCHOOL OF ART AND ARCHITECTURE, SUSHANT UNIVERSITY

KIRAN SINGH:
COMMUNICATION HEAD
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The International Conference on
Art, Architecture and Urban Studies
(ICAAUS 2025), held from September
17-19, 2025, was a landmark event for
Sushant University. As the Communi-
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cation Head, my journey was defined
by precise and constant coordination
to bring diverse global perspectives
together. My role served as the vital
link between the organizing commit-
tee, faculty, and participants, ensuring
the conference's vision was clearly ar-
ticulated across all platforms.

| worked closely with Convenor Prof.
Pooja Lalit Kumar and Co-Convenors
Shanu Agarwal and Ria Kapoor to align
our messaging with the events high
academic standards. Operating as a
synchronized team allowed us to over-
come the complexities of hosting an
international-scale event on its sched-
uled dates.

Beyond the core committee, | man-
aged communications with the wider
faculty and a dedicated group of stu-
dent volunteers, whose “hard work
and perseverance” were central to the
event's smooth execution. This internal
bonding and “honest effort” resulted in
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a significant achievement that the uni-
versity administration has urged us to
carry forward into future semesters.

Serving in this leadership capacity
has strengthened my professional ties
within the Sushant School of Art and
Architecture and provided a blueprint
for managing large-scale academic
dialogues. | look forward to applying
these insights as we take on the "next
challenge” in our academic calendar.
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INCLUSIVE ENVIRONMENTS FOR GROWING CITIES

- A TRILOGY

. SCHOOL OF ART AND ARCHITECTURE, SUSHANT UNIVERSITY m——

Inclusive Environments for Growing
Cities is an interdisciplinary book series
that explores the evolving dimensions
of inclusion in contemporary urban en-
vironments. As cities expand and trans-
form, questions of accessibility, equity,
cultural identity, governance, and resil-
ience become central to shaping sus-
tainable urban futures.

Bringing together contributions from
architects, planners, scholars, policy-
makers, and researchers, the series
examines how inclusive principles can
inform the design, planning, and gov-
ernance of cities. Through theoretical
inquiry, empirical research, and design
explorations, the volumes collective-
ly address the spatial, social, and sys-
temic challenges of building cities that
serve diverse populations. Emerging
from the academic dialogue of the In-
ternational Conference on Inclusive En-
vironments in Growing Cities (ICAAUS
2025), this series aims to contribute to
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global conversations on urban equity
and responsible development. It in-
vites readers to rethink cities not mere-
ly as physical infrastructures, but as
dynamic environments where access,
belonging, and resilience shape the
foundations of inclusive urban life.

Volume [: Universal Design and Ac-
cessibility in Urban Environments

This volume foregrounds universal de-
sign and accessibility as fundamental
principles in shaping inclusive urban
environments. Through research, case
studies, and design perspectives, the
chapters explore how cities can re-
move barriers and enable equitable
access to public spaces, mobility sys-
tems, housing, and institutional envi-
ronments. By reframing accessibility
as a catalyst for innovation rather than
compliance, the volume advocates for
cities where movement, participation,
and opportunity are open to all.



Volume |lI: Socio-Cultural and Cogni-
tive Equity in Cities

Focusing on the social and cultural
dimensions of urban life, this volume
examines how identity, perception,
participation, and collective memory
shape experiences of the city. Drawing
from architecture, sociology, psychol-
ogy, and heritage studies, the contri-
butions explore themes such as cul-
tural landscapes, gendered spaces,
community engagement, and mental
well-being. The volume positions the
city as a human mosaic, where inclu-
sive urban development must nurture
belonging alongside growth.

Volume lII: Resilient Growth, Heritage,
Governance and Urban Innovation

This volume addresses the complex
transitions shaping contemporary cit-
ies. Through discussions on heritage
conservation, governance frameworks,
climate-responsive  planning, and
technological innovation, the contri-
butions explore how cities can evolve
while preserving cultural memory and
ensuring social equity. The volume
highlights the importance of interdis-
ciplinary approaches that balance re-

silience, innovation, and responsible
urban transformation.

Prof. (Dr.) Pooja Lalit Kumar

Series Editor

Inclusive Environments for Growing
Cities
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ABout THE Book

Confluence: Dialogues on Inclusive Urban Environment emerges from the Internation-
al Conference on Art, Architecture and Urban Studies (ICAAUS), centered on the theme
Inclusive Environment in Growing Cities (IEGC). At a time when cities across the world
are expanding at an unprecedented pace, the book invites readers to pause and re-
consider a critical question: Who are our cities truly being built for? While skylines rise
and infrastructure grows, the deeper concerns of access, equity, and representation
often remain overlooked.

The volume explores how everyday urban systems like streets, transportation net-
works, housing, institutional buildings, and digital platforms can unintentionally ex-
clude sections of society. Through narratives and case reflections, it argues that ac-
cessibility, safe mobility, and equitable access to services are not optional features but
essential components of just and humane cities. The contributions highlight that ex-
clusion frequently resides in the ordinary details of design: a missing ramp, an uneven
pavement, an inaccessible digital interface, or a public space that overlooks diverse
bodies and abilities.

Beyond theoretical discourse, Confluence foregrounds lived experiences and creative
engagements that deepen the understanding of inclusivity. This book positions inclu-
sivity not as a distant aspiration but as a fundamental responsibility in shaping urban
futures. By bringing together voices from academia, practice, art, and community en-
gagement, Confluence advocates for cities that prioritize dignity, participation, and be-
longing. It calls upon planners, designers, policymakers, and citizens alike to reimagine
urban growth as a process that embraces diversity and ensures that the evolving city
remains responsive to all who inhabit it.
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URBAN DESIGN. IN CITIES, SUCH PATHS ENABLE INDEPENDENT NAVIGATION AND AFFIRM THE RIGHT
TO MOVEMENT. WITHIN THIS PUBLICATION, IT BECOMES BOTH A GUIDE AND A METAPHOR TRACING

THE JOURNEY OF IDEAS,

CONVERSATIONS, AND SHARED REFLECTIONS ON INCLUSIVE ENVIRON-

MENTS. AS IT SHIFTS, INTERSECTS, AND CONTINUES ACROSS PAGES, IT REMINDS US THAT INCLU-

SION IS NOT A DESTINATION, BUT A PATH WE MUST CONSCIOUSLY DESIGN AND SUSTAIN.




